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SEOUL MADE reflects a change in the industrial value chain from manufacturing to innovative 

creation. It is designed to encourage millennial generations to get involved in further developing 

the city of Seoul while maintaining the traditions built by the baby boomer generation.

We help companies in Seoul get closer to milennial consumers worldwide who love the variety of 

content and goods made in Seoul. 

SEOUL MADE serves as a platform to support sustainable development for enterprises in the city 

such as providing a space for exhibition, packaging design, promotional events, and online sales. 

In the summer of 2019, SEOUL MADE opened its first exhibition hall for global events, allowing 

small and medium enterprises to enter global markets with its support and attract a new 

generation more than any other competitors around the world. Fortunately, they have already 

produced visible outcomes such as winning contracts and increasing sales.  

Seoul Business Agency has published <SEOUL MADE>, a monthly newsletter, to introduce new 

quality products from Seoul at home and abroad, dynamic changes in industries, and innovative 

figures or corporations.

SBA

Seoul Business Agency

CEO Jang Yeongseung

www.seoulmade.com



In 1988, South Korea started to allow overseas traveling, thanks to the Seoul Olympics.

After that, the traveling industry kept growing, and traveling culture bloomed as well. 

The Korean people looked for places that were new, further away, and full of surprises. 

The people became so immersed in overseas trips that taking rides on icebreakers at the 

South Pole or touching glaciers in Iceland became worthy of praise. But the tables have 

turned for the worst this time. The COVID-19 virus has put us back to decades before. 

Now, Jeju Island is as far as we can go. Yet, here we still are. In such an extraordinary era, 

<Seoulmade> is here to tell you about traveling in Seoul. To borrow a title from a film, 

this month’s edition is called “The Post-COVID Traveler's Guide to Seoul.” The traveling 

experience that we’ll be introducing will be much more modest than what you’ve been 

able to enjoy up until the early months of this year. That’s because it will be about non-

contact (; Untact) traveling,’ where journeys are taken at night rather than in the daytime, 

in domestic sites rather than overseas, and nature rather than urban areas. If you can 

pick your jaw up off the floor, you’ll realize that accepting the fate of limited traveling in 

the post-COVID age is inevitable. That will surely lead to the conclusion that the travels in 

Seoul introduced by <Seoulmade> are very wise indeed.

The masters of traveling also agree: the best way to travel in the post-COVID age is to 

distance oneself from one’s daily life and surroundings and to live as a traveling stranger 

from time to time. Now, we will become strangers in Seoul. And with us, Seoul will be 

traveled anew.
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From a closed space to an open space full of art P.048

Hongje Yuyeon
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Ring ring-ring  Traveling through Seoul on a Seoul Bike

Taking the subway to Chuncheon  YouTuber ‘Mona & Q’

Driving with adrenaline  Car Photographer Lee Myeongjae

#TRANSPORTATION
In the post-COVID age, traveling culture is changing, and 

people are looking for convenient and safe short-term courses 

instead of long journeys.
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Ring 
ring-ring
Traveling through Seoul 

on a Seoul Bike 
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COVID-19 crisis. If you want to travel to Seoul 

while keeping a reasonable distance from 

people, there is nothing like a Seoul Bike.
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Square, Deoksugung, and then 

Deoksugung Stonewall Walkway is the 

best way to ride through the heart of 

Seoul and enjoy the past and the present 

of the city. All the sites are within the 

four main gates of Seoul, hence its name 

“Sadaemun (four main gates) Course.” 

It’s also well-known among tourists as a 

site that allows one to look through the 

history of Seoul at a glance. 

Moreover, if you follow the exterior walls 

of Gyeongbokgung Palace and walk along 

about a kilometer past Gwanghwamun 

Square, you’ll arrive at Deoksugung 

Stonewall Walkway, where you can enjoy 

different sceneries according to the 

change of seasons. At this point, it would 

be best for you to return your Seoul Bike 

and take a slow, restful stroll through the 

walkway. Meanwhile, you can enjoy the 

breeze of nature at the Yeouido course; 

starting from Saetgang Ecological Park 

and ending at Yeouido Han River Park. 

Near the course is Yeouinaru Station, 

where a lot of workers use Seoul Bikes to 

commute, which makes it easy to return 

the bikes at the rental stops nearby. 

The course of Cheonbyeon provides 

an elegant view through Dorimcheon 

Stream and Anyangcheon Stream to 

Seonyudo Park, with cool shade to allow 

you to hide from the summer heat. 

Dorimcheon is a 14km-long stream that 

combines with Anyangcheon Stream to 

flow into the Han River, passing through 

the districts of Gwanak-gu, Dongjak-

It’s no longer strange to keep ‘social 

distancing’ after the outbreak of 

COVID-19. If you want to travel through 

Seoul but keep your distance from those 

on the street at the same time, Seoul 

Bike is just the thing for Seoul Bikes 

are run under an automatic system that 

allows them to be used and returned 

without any time limits. All you have to 

do is turn on your mobile phone, rent the 

bike, and return it whenever you want at 

the nearest rental stop. 

We’ll introduce you to riding spots where 

you can enjoy the unique features of the 

city that are different in their own ways. 

A course starting from Changdeokgung 

Palace and going to Samcheong-dong, 

Gyeongbokgung Palace, Gwanghwamun 

gu, Guro-gu, and Yeongdeungpo-gu. The 

course contains the pleasure of looking 

through various beautiful sceneries as it 

passes four different districts. There is a 

water joint under the Dorimcheon Station 

of Subway Line 2. This is a resting area 

for bikers and also a booming business 

spot full of customers and street vendors. 

When you pass through Anyangcheon, 

a place where cherry blossoms bloom in 

spring, you can reach Seonyudo Park at 

the south of Yanghwadaegyo Bridge. This 

park is Korea’s first-ever ecological park to 

be environmentally revitalized. The park 

is packed with trails and shortcuts that 

connect the trails, so it’s an ideal spot to 

take a short walk. There is also a course 

that starts from Seoul Forest and leads 

up to Ttukseom Island Han River Park. 

You can enjoy the park inside the city 

with a course optimized for bikes.

Having opened in 2005, Seoul Forest is a 

park with a significant size of 590,000m2. 

It was modeled after New York’s Central 

Park and London’s Hyde Park, and it 

is a place where you can bring joy to 

your eyes as it consists of five different 

themes. The park is too wide to walk 

through, so it is recommended that you 

ride along the park with a bike. There are 

no hills or up-road courses within the 

park, so you should be able to ride around 

it with ease. Meanwhile, the course 

along the perimeter of the World Cup 

Park, which runs through Pyeonghwa 

Park, Haneul Park, Noeul Park, Nanji Han 

River Park, and Nanjicheon Park, offers 

romantic scenery full of dawn redwood 

trees. Pyeonghwa Park is a good place 

for beginners to kick-off as there is a 

road exclusive for bicycles (and because 

there aren’t any hills). When you cross 

World Cup Pedestrian Overpass and walk 

toward Gangbyeonbuk-ro, you’ll be able 

to run into a forest of red dawn trees, 

which is a rare sight in Seoul. If you want 

to enjoy this trail within the forest a bit 

more, you can take a left turn to another 

trail just before crossing the overpass. The 

Seoul Bike is becoming more convenient 

and diverse, keeping in touch with the 

needs and wants of the citizens of Seoul. 

The city of Seoul implemented QR code-

type Seoul Bikes on the 1st of March, 

2020.  These bikes are labeled with 

QR codes that can be scanned using a 
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Smartphone application for Seoul Bikes, 

which then unlocks them and allows 

them to be rented. This has contributed 

to minimizing the inconvenient rental 

procedure of the original LCD Seoul 

Bikes. When you want to return your 

bike, all you have to do is push the lever 

at the back wheel to lock it. Shortly, there 

will also be “Sprout Seoul Bikes” for 

children under the age of 15 who aren’t 

able to ride normal Seoul Bikes.
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Taking subways 
to Chuncheon
YouTuber ‘Mona & Q’

When the subway train leaves its local 

boundaries, your trip no longer is a daily 

routine; it’s a new journey. Recently, trips that 

include short trips to places outside of Seoul 

with subways have become popular. We took 

a short tour to Chuncheon with ‘Mona and Q’, 

in the subway line of Gyeongchun line. 
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other.” As the saying goes, what’s meant 

to be is always meant to be. The train that 

aided our trip started at Cheongnyangni 

Station. It runs along the tracks for about 

an hour and a half until it reaches the 

peaceful city of Chuncheon.

Of course, Chuncheon isn’t the only place 

that the subway line passes through. 

The train also stops at Namyangju and 

Gapyeong. Maybe that’s why there was 

a lot of local food from other cities being 

sold inside Cheongnyangni Station. While 

we had a whole bunch of things packed 

inside our bags, the couple not only 

had little inside their bags, but they also 

looked light-hearted and comfortable. 

They sure looked like subway traveling 

experts. The couple, Mona and Q, hasn’t 

bought their own car yet, so they use 

public transport to travel to domestic 

areas and use subways to take trips near 

Seoul. The couple has already visited 

Incheon through Line 1 and Gapyeong 

through the Gyeongchun Line.

They added that the subway train for 

traveling felt different when using the 

same train for work. “You can always 

take trips on the subway without any 

worries, and it’s considerably cheaper. 

But the best thing is that you can just 

take a chance and go on a trip whenever 

you want. If you wake up late, you can 

start your trip later, and if you want to 

come home early during your trip, you 

can do that. You can also enjoy the 

scenes outside as they change rapidly 

while you’re on the train.” At 11:25 a.m., 

we are on the Gyeongchun Line train 

that heads to Chuncheon. Thanks to the 

capricious weather that had been raining 

on and off, there weren’t a lot of people 

on the train, and so we were able to hold 

a quiet conversation with the couple in a 

corner. What was the subway system of 

Seoul like in the eyes of a Swiss person? 

A sweet couple stands at the 1st 

entrance of Cheongnyangni Station 

with their hands held together. Upon 

approaching them to say hello, they 

answer with a bright smile. The couple 

that stands together is “Mona and Q.” 

The boyfriend, Sin Gyusik, is Korean, 

and his girlfriend Ramona Maria Walthert 

is Swiss, and together these two are 

YouTubers who upload various traveling 

videos. They met on a mobile app for 

studying English, but they soon became 

a couple and have remained a couple 

for the last year and a half. “Our houses 

were only 10 minutes away from each 

other. I guess we ended up dating 

because we could meet up whenever 

we wanted and became closer to each 

This was a very trivial question to ask, 

perhaps like “Do you know Gangnam 

Style?” but in our defense, we really 

were curious. That was our question 

for Mona. “It’s convenient, and the 

cost is reasonable. When I first came 

to Korea, the subway here had maps, 

announcements, and signs that were 

very helpful in reaching my destination. 

The subway system here is also fast 

and user-friendly, which is completely 

different from the system in Europe.” As 

the train crosses the border of Seoul, the 

scene outside starts to turn to green. The 

slight moment of nature in between each 

station is like a painting. Mona is from 

Switzerland, and she treasures these 

scenes with even more enthusiasm. 
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This is the reason why this couple looks 

for peaceful and tranquil sites that have 

beautiful nature but don’t have a lot of 

people. 

Gyusik told us a story that he recalled 

from memory when we got to Gapyeong. 

“We took the Gyeongchun Line once 

when we came to Gapyeong to play in 

a stream. It was more convenient than 

we thought. When we got to Gapyeong 

Station, the water leisure company sent 

down a shuttle bus for us, so there wasn’t 

any problem getting transportation. All 

we had to do before the trip was to pack 

our swimsuits.” 

An hour later, we arrived at Kimyujeong 

Station in Chuncheon. The outside of 

the station looks like a traditional Korean 
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After the COVID-19 outbreak, we've turned our attention 

to domestic tourist sites and found out quite a lot of places 

to visit. Mona is from Switzerland, so that’s why I want to 

show her all the different places in Korea as much as I can.

house. Kimyujeong Station is the first 

Korean railroad station to be named after 

an actual person. It was named after the 

writer Kim Yujeong, the author of novels 

such as <Dongbaek Kkot (Camellias)> 

and <Bom Bom>. At the left of the 

station is a road that leads to the old 

Kimyujeong Station, which has been 

transformed into a park along with the 

old railroad. The park includes a photo 

zone as well as a book cafe inside an old 

railroad car, making it a suitable resting 

spot.

We took a short walk in the rain. Mona 

was excited because she thinks the fog 

that surrounds the station makes the 

scene look even more graceful. With 

a positive attitude, she also added that 

it’s good to travel on rainy days because 

there are fewer people. The raindrops that #
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fell on the old train tracks made the two 

truly look like lovers in the rain. Will they 

continue to ride the train tracks as they 

travel? When the subway train reached 

Sangbong Station on our way back to 

Seoul, we asked Gyusik about his plans. 

“After the COVID-19 outbreak, we've 

turned our attention to domestic tourist 

sites and found out quite a lot of places 

to visit. If you think about it, Mona is from 

Switzerland, so staying in Korea itself is a 

trip for her. That’s why I want to show her 

all the different places in Korea as much 

as I can. This applies to everyone. I think 

traveling is one of the ways to learn how 

the world turns. You might not be able to 

get far because of the current situation, 

but you can still break free from your 

routine, look back on your daily life, and 

expand the ideas that you had.” W
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Adrenaline
drive
Car Photographer 

Lee Myeongjae

In the post-COVID age, driving has become 

the center of attention as a “non-contact” way 

of spending your free time. Lee Myeongjae, a 

professional car photographer, gave us a few 

tips on how to take a drive around Seoul in a 

healthy way.
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tide. I recommend you check the time 

of high tide and the sunset on your 

phone. At times like this, the time 

between high tide and sunset isn’t long 

and means that you’ll be able to watch 

the shining glow of the sun as it is 

reflected on the sea.

How does your driving course change 

according to the seasons and the 

number of people you’re with? When 

I drive alone, it’s all about me. But if I 

have someone with me, then I’ll have 

to take that person into account. When I 

drive with my friends or family, I set my 

course up depending on what they like 

to eat and what they like to do. If you’re 

so often that I’ve become an expert 

on this island. The islands Ganghwado, 

Gyodongdo, and Seongmodo are 

all connected through bridges, and 

there are a bunch of sites to see and 

restaurants to dine in, so a course that 

goes through these islands is an ideal 

drive. Ganghwado is also an island of 

history. It has up to 48 fortresses that 

were built in the 17th century to hold 

off foreign invaders. There are also other 

interesting sites such as dolmens and a 

place called Yeonmijeong where you can 

see North Korean land. Not only that, 

but you can also witness a spectacular 

sunset at Dongmak Beach during high 

Why do you enjoy driving through 

the outskirts of Seoul? Don’t you want 

some rest after you’ve gone through a 

busy week? Well, that’s exactly what I 

want. But it’s hard to go on a long driving 

course, so I just make trips outside for 

drives near Seoul. It was raining until 

yesterday, but I’ll be heading out to drive 

if the weather clears up today.

Which driving courses on the 

outskirts of Seoul do you like the 

most? My favorite would be the course 

we went on together today—the course 

that goes through Ganghwado Island. 

I like it because the island has both 

mountains and the sea. I've been here 

going out to Ganghwado with someone 

young, I highly recommend eating 

ginseng flower bibimbap for lunch and 

steamed carp if you’re with middle-aged 

people. The seasons are also crucial 

factors in deciding which course to take.

Figuring out when the flowers bloom 

is especially important when setting 

up a driving course. When the cherry 

blossoms in Yeoju’s NamHan River fall, 

royal azaleas in Ganghwado’s Goryeo 

bloom. After the daisies at the cafe 

‘Mahogany’ in Ganghwado come to full 

bloom, hydrangeas come out to greet 

you. After the COVID-19 outbreak, I’ve 

started to enjoy looking at flowers that #
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bloom in wide swaths of nature rather 

than the patches of little flowers in man-

made gardens.

You're a professional car 

photographer, so driving must not 

exactly be all about taking a break 

from work. I always like to think that 

I’m on a hunt for sites, so I write notes 

or take pictures with my phone when 

I find good places. I guess I’m a bit 

obsessed with my job (laughter). I prefer 

clear roads without any telephone poles 

or cables. Highways that have recently 

been constructed fit this criterion 

perfectly. I take my photos on roads that 

make me feel like they’re cool when I 
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drive on them.

That’s because the emotion I carry with 

me is transferred to the person looking 

at my photographs. Choosing the right 

road for your car is a wise move as well. 

Peaceful roads with good views are ideal 

for convertibles, roads with corners are 

perfect for sports cars, and forest trails 

are suitable for four-wheel cars. And 

don’t forget, the way you feel inside your 

car completely changes according to 

where the sun is. Having the sun in front 

TIPS: The top 4 driving courses in the 
outskirts of Seoul, by professional car 
photographer Lee Myeongjae 

Recommending directions in the order of 
west, north, east, and south, with Seoul at 
the center. To the west, the course from 
Ganghwado, Seongmodo, and Gyodongdo 
islands is the best choice.

Up north, Yeoncheon in Gyeonggi-do is 
highly recommended.
The course is full of things to see, starting all 
the way from Horugoru Fortress, Dangpo 
Castle, Jaein Waterfall to Herb Village.

To the east, take the Highway 37 and drive 
along with Cheongpyeong Hoban. You’ll be 
able to see the village of  Petite France and 
Namiseom Island and ride through a course 
in the mountains between those two sites, 
which are known to few.

Down south, the course from Ipo-bo, Yeoju 
to Wonju that goes along NamHan River 
is highly recommended. You’ll be able to 
have a wonderful experience in places such 
as Ipo-bo, Dangnamni Island, and Sejong 
Observatory.

of you is the best possible choice since 

it provides you with a cool view and 

doesn’t bore you.

Because of the COVID-19 virus, 

many people are spending their 

free time driving. Driving has always 

been a pleasing form of non-contact 

entertainment even before the outbreak.

When you drive, you’re not in contact 

with anyone, and you don’t have to care 

about time or space. Of course, there 

might be a need to mingle with people 

when you go for a meal or a cup of tea. 

But there are systems where contact 

isn’t necessary, such as drive-thrus in 

McDonald's and Starbucks, so you might 

want to use them. The infection risk of 

COVID-19 is intensified in closed spaces, 

so I recommend going to restaurants 

and cafes where they have terraces. In 

Ganghwado’s case, there are cafes with 

magnificent terraces such as Pin Oak, 

Daruzi, and Mahogany.

What should be included in the 

trunk of the car for a pleasant drive? 

Standing at a calm place that only you 

know might be enough, but you’ll need 

a chair if you really want a relaxing 

experience. Items such as camping 

chairs, miniature folding tables, Bluetooth 

speakers, thermos flasks, and mosquito 

repellents are best. I always carry my 

camping chairs with me; one to relax and 

the other to watch the sunset. Another 

suggestion would be to pack a little 

camera and a tripod.
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All you have to do to transform a 

normal bike to an electric one is to 

attach a component called T1. Now 

that’s amazing. How does T1 work, 

exactly? T1 is a conversion kit that 

turns a normal bike to an electric bike 

by just changing the back wheel. The 

original electric bicycles had the problem 

of requiring large and heavy batteries. 

That’s why the framework that supports 

the bikes had to be heavy as well. The 

maximum distance might have been 

indicated as 50 kilometers, but if you were 

a person who weighed a lot, the bike 

could stop at 20. If that happened, you 

would literally be at Hell’s gate.

The bike would no longer be able to carry 

you, and you would have to carry the bike. 

You'd be carrying the heaviest load on your 

back. T1, however, weighs one kilogram, 

which is only a third of the original battery’s 

weight, making it light and slim. But it also 

has the same distance range as other 

products at 50km. The battery is light 

so there isn’t any issue in carrying spare 

ones. Not only that: It only takes about 

three hours to fully recharge.

We're told that T1 is compatible with 

90% of bicycles out there. You should 

In the post-COVID age, a new form of 

transportation is needed. Behold a T1 that has 

come under the name of the Sentinel Wheel. This 

product, which magically changes a normal bike 

to an electric one, was born from the hands of 

CEO Park Donghyeon, who always dreamed of 

inventing a convenient form of transportation.

Ride through Seoul with 

electric bikes

Park Donghyeon, CEO of Hycore

think of “90%” as a term to illustrate that 

T1 is compatible with a lot of bikes. The T1 

wheel that we manufacture is modeled 

to be easily attached and detached. That’s 

why the product doesn’t fit into small bikes 

with wheels below 20 inches. T1 is for 

bikes with wheels from 24 to 30 inches.

Who would be the users of T1? To level 

with you, electric bikes aren’t for young 

and skinny people. If you're one of them, 

just go out there and ride a normal bike 

(laughter). Electric bikes are for people 

who don’t have the strength to go uphill, 

such as those over 50 years old, those 

who have bodily issues, or those who 

weigh too much. If people like them use 

the original electric bikes, they won’t 

be able to go on long-distance trips 

because the bikes are too heavy and the 

batteries will run out too quickly, as I've 

mentioned before.  That's why I thought 

about inventing something that would 

make riding electric bikes easier and more 

convenient for everyone.

You've recently started a business in 

automobile parts, right? That's correct. 

We’re currently working on a prototype 

with a domestic electric car company.

Most of the engineers in our company 

The tourism and leisure companies of Seoul 
are getting ready to present to you new 
traveling experiences in the post-COVID era.
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used to work in car engineering as 

well. Companies like BMW and Audi all 

make bikes, but they do it to prove their 

engineering talents rather than to make 

actual sales. At first, we tried to sell our 

technology as well, but it wasn’t easy 

since we didn’t have a real thing to show 

to investors. That’s why we decided to 

make a product of our own and started 

our development in 2014. It took about 

three years to complete the project.

The first area that showed interest in 

T1 was western Europe, not Korea. Our 

first target wasn’t Korea in the first place. 

For Koreans, the bicycle is for leisure. 

People who use bikes to commute are 

below 1% in this country, as most use 

subways, buses, and cars. What's even 

worse is that electric bikes take up only 1% 

in the bicycle industry of Korea. So you 

can see that the situation here was tragic 

for me. That’s why I took my chances 

in western and central Europe, where 

commuting with bikes is common, and it 

worked out great. Our business in Korea 

just got started.

How’s Hycore holding up? The 

COVID-19 outbreak is taking over the 

world right now. I should be careful 

when I say this, but we’re one of the 

industries that have experienced growth 

due to the outbreak. We've especially 

had a spike in sales in the United States. 

There’s a thing called “Corona Way” in 

New York now. I wondered what it was, 

and it turned out to be a road for bicycles. 

It was only natural for bicycles to become 

popular as they can go on pavements 

and carry small loads. In Italy, the 

government provides subsidies for people 

who purchase bikes after the COVID-19 

outbreak. As it turns out, our product 

was just within the price range of those 

subsidies. As you can see, electric bikes 

are becoming a new alternative for people 

who are trying to escape public transport.

We’ve heard that you had the support 

from the Seoul Business Agency at the 

start of your business. Now that’s a long 

story. It all goes back to the end of 2013 

and the start of 2014. At the time, we won 

first place at Seoul T Stars, which was a 

technology-based business establishment 

contest run by the Seoul Business Agency, 

and that became a great help for us. We’ve 

maintained a good relationship since then.

What will be waiting on the road 

ahead of Hycore? Right now, we’re trying 

to implement more of our technology into 

a variety of other forms of transportation. 

Currently, we’re expecting our technology 

to go beyond T1, which involves electric 

bikes, and we’re aiming to reach out to 

wheelchairs, traditional carts, and trucks. 

The product for wheelchairs will be T3, 

and the product for trucks will be T10. 

The expected date of release is about the 

year 2025 to 2026, and we already have 

a road map drawn for that project. The 

technology will be fused with automatic 

driving so that remote controls won’t be 

necessary for riding electric wheelchairs 

and miniature carts. Right now, we’re 

working on developing various means of 

transport that can allow people to move 

through freely in crowded places such as 

sidewalks and alleys.
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What kind of transportation service 

is Movv? There are a lot of mobility 

services around the world, but there 

has never been a service where the 

driver manages the whole service. 

A lot of people run into inconvenient 

situations when they can’t drive or can’t 

catch cabs although they’d like to go on 

a golf course or to see the doctor. That’s 

when they need Movv.

What would be Movv's strength? The 

strength is in the ability to communicate. 

There’s no need for guides if you can 

communicate. The application delivers 

the customer’s request in the local 

language of the driver, which decreases 

the price of the service. The price goes 

down even more because there are a 

lot of automobile rental companies that 

can be connected to a B2C platform. 

Another advantage is that Movv is a 

‘win-win’ service. The service doesn’t 

provide services for residents, so there 

isn’t any conflict with taxi companies. 

The main customer targets of Movv are 

foreigners who visit the country. 

It’s interesting to see that you 

train ‘Movv Chauffeurs’ to be 

professionals. Movv is a service 

that provides long-time care for its 

customers, so the employees have 

to be prepared for everything. Our 

specialty is in the medical tours of 

customers from the middle-east as well. 

The drivers are well aware of the order 

and locations of the buildings for the 

customers’ appointments and the staff 

at the hospital also know that people 

who are inside our vehicles are VIPs.

It’s not hard to imagine that you 

would’ve had a hard time because of 

COVID-19, but you might have found 

new opportunities as well. After the 

COVID-19 outbreak, people have started 

to look for more personal means of 

transport that give them comfort and 

coziness. In Southeast Asia, a service 

called Grab is popular, but people there 

can feel uneasy because they don’t 

know who was in the car before them. 

On the other hand, Movv only serves 

one customer at a time, so it’s much 

safer.

How is Movv getting ready for the 

travel industry in the post-COVID 

era? Travel programs that include 

going on journeys with other people 

will decrease. All we have to do is to 

provide them with a private means 

of transportation. Movv started as a 

traveling service, but it found a new B2B 

field concentrated on business trips of 

companies. It’s a program that supports 

the local itinerary of people who are on 

business trips, and it’s in the final stage 

of its development. The program has a 

feature of automatically synchronizing 

receipts from the business trips so that 

the user doesn’t have to hand them 

over to his or her company.

What did you mean when you 

said that you’re going to transfer 

to a transportation service from 

a traveling service? The automatic 

driving industry is growing rapidly. This 

trend coincides with Movv as people 

will have the opportunity to do new 

activities inside their vehicles such as 

consuming a wide variety of content. 

That’s why providing those contents is 

the key to success. Companies all over 

the world are analyzing what people are 

doing online, but we already have that 

data through our location analysis. We’ll 

soon be providing digital content based 

on the customer’s location with built-in 

displays.

The tourism and leisure companies of Seoul 
are getting ready to present to you new 
traveling experiences in the post-COVID era.

Choi Minseok, the CEO of Movv, became a 

rising star in the mobility industry by enforcing 

a system of employing exclusive drivers who 

have received concierge training. He is currently 

making globalization of the premium and private 

transportation service a reality.

Bringing you a safe 

and convenient 

transportation experience
Choi Minseok, CEO of Movv

W
ri

te
r  

Le
e 

S
oy

eo
ng

 P
h

o
to

g
ra

p
h

er
 K

im
 J

ae
hy

eo
ng



The place that the waves left behind  Lee Seongho, CEO of D’strict

Meeting Changdeokgung with augmented reality  Changdeok Arirang

A Han River picnic: Both an event and a routine  YouTuber ‘Arong-Herong’

From a closed space to an open space full of art  Hongje Yuyeon

#TRENDS
Seoul is being transformed under one keyword: “non-contact.” The citizens 

of Seoul enjoy looking at huge waves in Gangnam, and they walk through 

Changdeokgung Palace in augmented reality. They go on picnics at Han River 

Park and become mesmerized at the sight of an art space full of retro aesthetics 

that were made possible thanks to the urban regeneration program.
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The place that 
the waves left behind
Lee Seongho, CEO of D’strict

‘WAVE’ appeared on the LED display of 

COEX K-Pop Square. As if covering the city 

center, the video of the huge wave spread to 

the world. I met Lee Seongho, CEO of D’strict 

who produced WAVE.
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For what purpose was WAVE created? 

In Seoul, there is a law that regulates 

outdoor advertisements called the 

“light pollution prevention act.” This law 

prevents business people that have 

large electronic displays from using the 

displays all for themselves and makes 

them turn on informational or artistic 

content for a certain amount of time. 

That’s why D’strict is planning to run a 

program where those associated with 

the display industry can use artistic 

content at a reasonable price by giving 

those people licenses. WAVE is also a 

project based on this business program.

WAVE is a peculiar piece of work 

because it adorns the exterior walls 

of a building as well as being a media 

artwork. What makes it different from 

other media facades? A media facade 

is a technique that uses the surface of a 

building as a single display by projecting 

images on the surface with a projector 

or by playing videos with the attachment 

of LED screens. WAVE is an example 

of this, and it portrays a piece of public 

artwork, on an outdoor display that was 

originally meant for advertisements. 

What makes WAVE unique is that unlike 

other media facades, it was created as 

a public artwork project instead of an 

advertisement.

Why did it have to be a wave? When 

there’s a huge display in the middle of a 

city, it stands out so much that people 

can’t help but look at it. That was why I 

thought of nature, which was a concept 

that was far away from urban areas. Out 

of all the elements in nature, I decided 

to use waves as my theme because 

I imagined people would love to see 

them since they can’t easily see waves 

crashing on the beach in their ordinary 

urban lives.

How was WAVE created? Our project-

based around creating public artwork 

content for the COEX K-pop Square 

display actually began last December. 

Originally, our idea was to take the flat 

surface of the screen as a viewpoint 

and from there we started to create 

our content. But then we realized that if 

we wanted to create a dramatic effect 

as well as taking full advantage of the 

L-shaped screen, we would have to use 

the anamorphic illusion technique. That is 

why we made changes to our project.

What exactly is the “anamorphic 

illusion technique”? You could think 

of it as a skill that utilizes optical 

illusions. “Trick art” would be a good 

example of this. Trick art is a painting 

technique that creates images that still 

look three-dimensional when seen at 

certain angles. An anamorphic illusion 

is used when you apply this optical 

WAVE portrays a piece of public artwork, on an 

outdoor display that was originally meant for 

advertisements. What makes it unique is that unlike 

other media facades, it was created as a public artwork 

project instead of an advertisement.
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illusion technique to videos. The special 

feature of this technique is that there 

is a certain viewpoint where you can 

best experience the three-dimensional 

effect of the artwork. For WAVE, which 

is curved in the shape of the letter “L,” 

the sweet spot would be the 6th exit of 

Samseong Station. 

Did you expect WAVE to be this 

popular? I didn’t expect it at all. After 

showcasing the WAVE in April, we didn’t 

have any feedback for a while.

The dramatic response arrived when 

we put the video of WAVE on sites such 

as our company’s Facebook account 

and YouTube. Someone from overseas 

shared our video on her account, and 

the video hit 7 million views in one 

day. News reports came flowing out 

from foreign media and we had an 

overwhelming number of interview 

requests. The video was supposed to be 

showcased until the end of April, but it’s 

still being displayed every half hour for 

two minutes at the COEX K-pop Square 

Display.

Will other content from D’strict be 

able to be seen on COEX K-pop 

Square’s display? Certainly. Currently, 

a video called ‘Giant Toy’ is being played 

right after the end of WAVE and there 

will be a video based on whales at the 

end of August. At the end of this year, 

we’re planning to hold up public artwork 

content on famous paintings. We’ll keep 

on working to provide a wide variety of 

art content services so that D’strict’s 

content can be seen on the display 

screens of the cities all around the world.

Could be more specific about the 

project you’re currently working 

on? K-pop Square's LED screen that is 

currently playing WAVE was originally 

provided by Samsung Electronics. We’ve 

also had positive feedback from Samsung 

after we put out WAVE. With Samsung, 

we’re currently planning to play artwork 

content on the display screens that the 

company has installed in major cities 

worldwide, such as New York’s Time 

Square, Milano’s Duomo Cathedral, and 

Hong Kong’s Lan Kwai Fong.

 Wouldn’t Seoul’s popularity as 

a tourist attraction increase if 

spectacular videos like WAVE were 

played on display screens all over 

the city? That would be true. One of 

the employees of the company showed 

me a video where people were holding 

their phones in front of the 6th exit 

of Samseong Station to take a photo 

of WAVE as if there was a “WAVE 

Challenge” that went viral. Another piece 

of artwork called Infinity Wall, which is 

being played at the lobby of Nexen’s 

R&D Center at Magok-dong, Seoul, is 

also gaining popularity. Lately, we've 

been playing Magic Castle Lights Up, 

which was created using the projection 

mapping technique, inside Lotte World’s 

Magic Island. People inside Lotte World 

as well as those walking along Seokchon 

Lake will be able to watch the video. I 

think this shows the characteristic of 

media art being slowly transformed into 

a multi-feature content that holds the 

value of being public property as well as 

being utilized as a tourist attraction.
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How would you describe Changdeok 

Arirang? It’s the world’s first guidance 

application on world heritage to 

be based on up-to-date 5G digital 

technology. When you download the 

app on your 5G smartphone, Haechi, the 

sacred animal that has been protecting 

Changdeokgung for the last 600 years 

appears and guides you through all the 

places in the palace. The app has been 

configured to present its user with an 

AR experience different in its own way in 

each of the space to illustrate the culture 

of the Joseon Dynasty.

How did you come to create the 

app? Changdeokgung Arirang was the 

outcome of the combined effort from 

SK Telecom, Google Korea, and Royal 

Palaces and Tombs Center of Cultural 

Heritage Administration. It all started with 

SK Telecom and Google Korea’s proposal 

to create a project using their newest 

technology. The development started last 

June and we got to showcase it this July. 

The Royal Palaces and Tombs Center 

has been in charge of providing the 

sites and facilities, as well as planning 

out scenarios and keeping the project in 

touch with the actual history. SK Telecom 

took on the role of overall development 

of information and communication 

technology as well as developing the 

guidance app while Google Korea 

focused on coming up with the right AR 

technology. The aim of the project started 

with a will for common good to give the 

unprivileged a chance to experience the 

cultural heritage of Korea.  

Because of the COVID-19 outbreak, 

there has been a rise in the need for 

non-contact services in the tourist 

business. It seems like Changdeok 

Arirang can meet those needs. That’s 

true. When we first started the project 

last year, our goal wasn’t to provide 

the public with a non-contact service 

application. But as it turns out, it seems 

like our app holds the key values of non-

contact services by presenting a new 

form of experience in cultural heritage 

viewing.  The palace was shut down for 

about a month and a half because of 

the COVID-19 virus and because of that 

we were able to run sophisticated field 

tests and facility installations to operate 

the app. After the outbreak of COVID-19, 

the app has gone through a significant 

increase in the range of use, thanks to 

the rising interest in non-contact traveling 

experience. We’ll soon be releasing a 

service called Changdeok Arirang at 

Home. Just like the title, it will be an app 

that can be used at home. When this 

service is launched, people won’t have 

to come to Changdeokgung to see the 

palace. Instead, they’ll be able to have 

a real-life experience of the place from 

wherever they are, as long as they are in 

a 5G-supporting environment.

What was the main focus in the 

development of Changdeok Arirang? 

We contemplated for a long time on 

how to effectively illustrate the history 

and the beauty of the palace. In our 

scenario-building conferences, we had 

cultural commentators and traditional 

clothing experts with us to help us to 

not sway from the actual history. On 

the technical side, we worked hard to 

elaborate on the movement of Haechi 

and its interaction with the user. We also 

focused on installing the facilities for the 

app’s operation.

Tell us more about how to use the 

app and your plans. You can use the 

app without any problems if you have 

a 5G smartphone. SK Telecom has also 

offered 50 5G smartphones so that we 

can run a rental service at the ticket box. 

We’ll be running the service with SK 

Telecom until December and starting 

next year we’ll be in charge of the 

service on our own.
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In the post-COVID era, it would be time to travel 

to Seoul in augmented reality. We met with Choi 

Jaehyeok, the director of Changdeokgung Palace's 

management office to listen to his ideas on 

renewing the cultural heritage through mobile apps.

Experiencing 

Changdeokgung with 

augmented reality
Changdeok Arirang
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Where do you often go on a picnic? 

Jang Ayeong I often go to Hangang 

Park in Banpo, which is close to my 

house. The place has a night market 

called Bamdokkaebi and the rainbow 

waterfall at the park is just splendid.

Jang Huiryeong For me, Jamwon Han 

River Park is the best choice. It’s close to 

Garosu-gil, so I can enjoy walking down 

busy streets whenever I want. Yeouido 

Han River Park is an excellent spot as 

well. The park has a lot of bike rental 

sites, which makes bike riding easy. I’d 

pick the park in Ttukseom too. The park 

has a great night view.

Out of all the parks you’ve mentioned, 

which one would you like to 

recommend? Jang Ayeong I’d like to 

recommend Jamwon Park because I 

have a lot of good memories of that 

place. The park has a great view. There’s 

also music coming out of the bridge, so 

you can enjoy the view with a delightful 

atmosphere. There’s also a rainbow 

fountain, which I’d like a lot of people to 

see.

Jang Huiryeong My recommendation 

would be the park in Ttukseom because 

of its beautiful night view. Don’t you ever 

get sentimental between 2 to 3 a.m.? 

Well, I do. That’s why I often used to 

go out on night walks by myself to feel 

that early morning sentimentality when 

I used to live near the park in Ttukseom. 

I also used to go out on picnics with my 

roommate. 

With the spread of picnic culture, a 

lot has changed lately. Are you feeling 

any different? Jang Huiryeong A lot 

of people have been ordering delivery 

food inside the parks, so now there’s a 

“delivery zone” for people to receive 

their food in designated areas. Before it 

was like playing hide and seek with the 

delivery guy because both sides didn’t 

know where they were, but now people 

can get their food easily since there is a 

designated area to pick up their meals. 

It would be wise to know where those 

areas are before you go.

Jang Ayeong I’ve noticed a rise in the 

number of shops that offer picnic item 

rentals around the Han River parks. All 

you have to do is make a reservation on 

the homepage of the rental shop on the 

day you’re out. You can also rent various 

items to lift your mood. It’s really handy 

because you don’t have to actually buy 

the things you need to go out on picnics. 

You can also rent tents for your picnic. 

There are a lot of videos on YouTube on 

how to set them up, so you’ll be able to 

enjoy your picnic in tents with ease.

What will the meaning of picnics 

be to people in the post-COVID era? 

Jang Huiryeong After the outbreak 

of COVID-19, I read an article saying 

that people were coming out to parks 

because they couldn’t stand not being 

able to go outside for a long while. 

After reading that article, I realized that 

the nature of human beings will never 

change even when everything around 

them goes into ‘non-contact’ mode. 

In my opinion, having picnics is one 

of the safer ways to relieve the stress 

caused by the pandemic. I believe having 

picnics in Han River Parks is a traveling 

experience that’s fit for our time.

Two sisters are running a daily life YouTube channel 

called 'Arong Herong'. The first, Jang Huiryeong, and 

the second, Jang Ayeong, both like to enjoy picnics 

in the Han River. They look for different things when 

they’re out together, but they have one thing in 

common: they enjoy their picnics.

A picnic at Han River: 

Both an event and a routine

YouTuber ‘Arong-Herong’

Younger sister Jang Ayeong (left) and Elder sister Jang Huiryeong.
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From a closed 
space to an 
open space 
full of art
Hongje Yuyeon 

An abandoned defense base has 

been transformed into a new tourist 

attraction in the post-COVID era as 

a space of art. It’s now a place where 

humans and water flow together in 

harmony through art. The history of 

light bequeathed from Hongje Yuyeon 

comforts those fatigued by the threat 

of the COVID-19 virus.

#The light that flows, history of the light
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Across Hongje-dong, an old apartment 

with scratches from the past can be 

seen. The gray paint on its surface has 

been stripped away here and there, 

and what remains clear are the letters 

“Yujin Mansion” in an old-fashioned font 

that brings up a great many memories. 

One might say this apartment needs 

reconstruction as soon as possible, but 

this building actually used to be a landmark 

of Seodaemun-gu in the 1970s as an early 

multi-purpose apartment, which would be 

comparable to Gangnam’s Tower Palace 

right now. The residents around the area 

hoped for the building’s reconstruction, 

but their hopes were dashed when the 

redevelopment plan of the building was 

denied because it was built above a river 

covering. Now, the building serves the 

role of a public construction by providing 

spaces for groups such as the Industry 

Center for New Knowledge and Seoul 

Youth Zone. Meanwhile, based on Seoul’s 

history, the stream of Hongjecheon has 

been hidden in the shadows for the last 

50 years. The underground floor of the 

building was constructed as a defense 

base to block off the North Korean 

tanks in case of war. Above the covered 

stream of Hongjecheon, about 100 

concrete pillars were built so that the 

building would fall apart easily. For a long 

time, these pillars have obstructed any 

citizen that dared to enter the area. But 

last year, the city of Seoul noticed the 

value in the abandoned Hongjecheon. 

The city government decided that this 

historical site was suitable to be the area 

for the underground public art project 

called 'Seoul Is Museum' and developed 

Hongje Yuyeon, which has the meaning 

of “humans and water flowing together 

to heal each other and live in harmony 

through art.”

Hongjen Yuyeon opened up during the 

outbreak of COVID-19, and it is an open 

space that has the advantage of easy 

social distancing. Both ends of the place 

are open so the air flows in and out with 

ease, and it is located in a residential area 

where there aren’t so many visitors.

Light and darkness, wounds and healing, 

The city government 

decided that this 

historical site was 

suitable to be the area 

for the underground 

public art project called 

“Seoul Is Museum” and 

developed “Hongje 

Yuyeon,” which has the 

meaning of “humans and 

water flowing together to 

heal each other and live 

in harmony through art.”

the past and the present, separation, and 

reunion; these contradictory elements all 

flow together and mingle with each other 

in the space of Hongje Yuyeon. All you 

have to do to get there is to walk past the 

visitors and residents who are taking their 

usual walks along the peaceful stream of 

Cheonbyeon with their masks on and take 

a step into the stream of wonder. The first 

piece of art to be found under Hongjegyo 

Bridge is Hongje Prayer Wheel, which has 

been installed under a citizen engagement 

project. This analog artwork interacts with 

the citizens by being engraved with their 

messages based on the theme of “the 

most stunning moment in one’s life.” 

Those who take a look at this artwork can 

look back on the beautiful moments they 

had in their lives.

Meanwhile, the freezing darkness loses 

its power in front of the artwork Warmth, 

by Team Cowork. It consists of a pillar 

with lighting that brings warmth inside 

Hongje Yuyeon by filling the space with 

lights and colors. There is a paradox inside 

Hongje Yuyeon: The further you go into 

the darkness, the brighter it becomes.

Road of Respiration by Team Cowork 

illustrates a trail inside a forest with the 

afternoon sun shimmering between the 

trees and children run around without 

any worry as if they couldn’t tell the 

underground and the surface apart. In the 

meantime, Yun Hyeongmin, an installation 

artist, utilizes Chinese letters and projects 

them onto the surface of the water and 

the ground to symbolize the meaning 

of liberation in this space that was 

once sealed but now freed to be filled 

with lights and sounds, with his work 

“SunMooonMoonSun” and “Um…”

“The Light’s Flow,” “The History of Light 

by Mwin” reinterprets the history of 

Hongjecheon and Yujin Building and 

TIPS: on how to awaken your ‘New-tro sensation’ at Yujin Mansion

There are two main entrances to Hongje Yuyeon. You can visit the place through the 

lower part of  Hongjegyo Bridge, which as at the east of  Yujin Building, or through 

the lower part of  Seodaemun-gu’s Metropolitan Facilities Management Corporation 

building at Hongeun Junction. You’ll be able to find a public parking lot just across 

Yujin Building at Inwang Market.

adds a cheerful rhythm to the flow of 

the stream, while “Miseenscene_A 

Love Poem for Hongje” by Jin Gijong 

illustrates the birth and the life cycle of 

the ecosystem through a 3D hologram 

video, finally completing the journey of 

the light by enshrining it with hologram 

rays. 

Hongje Yuyeon is a meaningful place that 

conveys the message of the importance 

of communicating through works of 

art, in an age where interacting with 

other people can no longer be taken for 

granted. Thanks to Hongje Yuyeon, the 

stream of Hongjecheon has become an 

outstanding real-life painting with gentle 

rays of light that arise under a dark space 

full of pillars.

0
5

1

#The Light of Darkness#Miseenscene_A Love Poem for Hongje#Road of Respiration

#
T

R
E

N
D

S



0
5

3

S
E

O
U

L
M

A
D

E
0

5
2

#온기

#Warmth

#
T

R
E

N
D

S

W
ri

te
r  

K
im

 K
ye

on
gs

eo
n 

P
h

o
to

s 
p

ro
vi

d
ed

 b
y 

S
eo

da
em

un
-g

u 
O

ff
ic

e



S
E

O
U

L
M

A
D

E
0

5
4

0
5

5
0

5
5

S
E

O
U

L
M

A
D

E
0

5
4

Interestingly, you set up a company 

that provides travel services for those 

who are considered minorities in the 

tourist industry.  I once participated in a 

community service activity for disabled 

people. That’s where I started to pay 

attention to minorities in the traveling 

business. Through my experience with the 

disabled, I realized the need to solve the 

issues and difficulties in their lives. Then I 

went on a trip with a disabled person that I 

had met at the service by coincidence and 

after that, I received a lot of requests from 

other disabled people that they wanted 

to go on trips with me as well. It seemed 

like both the disabled and their family 

members needed a moment for their own 

from time to time. I concluded that there 

was plenty of demand for the business 

field and made up my mind to start a 

company.

TTravel packages for tourism minorities 

still feel unfamiliar and a bit strange. 

Amusetravel seeks to provide traveling 

experiences that all physically disabled 

people can enjoy. We don’t just plan out 

our business for seniors and the disabled. 

There are also so many other minorities 

who can’t travel on their own, such as 

patients with sicknesses, infants and 

toddlers, pregnant women, and the elderly. 

What we’re trying to do is to take all of 

those minorities into account.

It has been said that customers who 

have experienced your travel package 

showed positive feedback. Our company 

has the advantage of trained professionals 

and systematized data. The travel from 

'Full Concierge' provides an all-in-one 

service from trained professionals that 

take care of everything that the customer 

requires. Every customer has his or her 

own needs. To provide the right care at the 

travel site, the caretaker must have a high 

level of understanding in the customer’s 

feelings, movement as well as other 

abilities such as sign language. Along 

with the accumulation of the data on the 

customers’ preferences, we’ve been 

able to make improvements and provide 

standardized options for our users. In our 

care travels, each family member can have 

time for one or her own even when the 

whole family is on the same trip.

After the establishment of the 

company in October 2016, it’s been 

showing growth since the end of 2018. 

That growth has started in 2019, to be 

precise. In 2016, we had really bad sales 

numbers and in 2018 our company was 

going through tough times. That's when 

we applied for government funding. 

Our company was chosen as one of 

the companies to receive the bid, being 

recognized for our contribution to the 

industry such as collecting data from 

actual sites, developing merchandise, and 

providing consulting experiences. We 

were then able to attract a large number 

of customers and partners with our B2G 

(Business to Government) program. The 

original purpose of the B2G program 

was for our survival, but with it, we had 

a growth in sales and an increase in the 

purchase of our B2C merchandise.

The company moved to the Seoul 

Startup Hub, which is run by the Seoul 

Business Agency. What kind of support 

have you received? It’s a pleasant working 

environment, which is a crucial factor in 

the success of start-ups. At our last office, 

we had eight people in a space that only 

had enough room for six. Now we get 

to work in a wide, open space, which is 

great. Another benefit is that the building is 

located near the subway station, making it 

a place with easy access to transportation. 

Traveling brings back life to the worn-out daily 

life. Amusetravel is a company that is creating 

a recovery program for minorities in the field of 

tourism and their family so that everyone can 

enjoy the vibrant energy through traveling.

Everyone should be able to 

enjoy traveling
O Seoyeon, CEO of Amusetravel

The tourism and leisure companies of Seoul 
are getting ready to present to you new 
traveling experiences in the post-COVID era.
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isn’t cheap, so we’re doing the best 

we can to advertise our specialties. In 

traveling, the ones involved need time, 

health, and physical strength. I think 

the seniors who have these values and 

those who love traveling will also love our 

company when they get to experience 

our tour packages because they provide 

a worthwhile traveling experience.

What makes Tourdaum different from 

other travel agencies? We recruited 

a considerably large amount of people 

who worked as overseas guides before 

the launching of Tourdaum. We call them 

“professional storytellers,” and they 

can tell you all sorts of information and 

interesting stories. We are also holding 

education sessions on MOT, which is a 

customer response manual, to keep our 

service stable and even. The Gourmet 

Tour is one of our special packages. 

Other domestic traveling packages 

out on the market used to only put out 

cheap meals or didn’t include meals 

at all. But this package from Tourdaum 

contains must-eat meals in every region 

that the customer visits. The package 

also provides amenities such as wet 

wipes, itinerary booklets, pamphlets, 

The most notable concept from your 

company would be the premium 

theme traveling for seniors who 

love activities. Our parent company 

is Kyowon Travels, which has a long 

history of 24 years. The New Business 

Promotion Team has been trying to 

come up with a traveling program fit for 

the current trend: the rise in the number 

of seniors. The program consists of two 

main themes, which are the individual 

tour and the package tour. We decided 

to create a tour program for seniors that 

take the prospect of package tours into 

account. But because of the outbreak of 

COVID-19, the launching of the program 

was delayed to September instead of 

March.

You consider the seniors your main 

targets. Who would you call “seniors,” 

and what are they like? The standard 

of seniors would be people within the 

age of 55 to 65. Of course, our company 

doesn’t specifically have an age limit for 

our traveling programs. The thing about 

Korean seniors is that they tend to stick 

with a product or a service if they’ve 

had a good experience with them. That 

works to our advantage, but our product 

mouthwash, and nuts. This package 

leaves out giving tips to guides and 

shopping recommendations.

You've decided to set maple leaves, 

history, and healing as the tourist 

themes for this fall. Does the theme 

change every season? That’s right. 

We've prepared 24 traveling products 

for all eight provinces in Korea, with 

examples such as Yangyang's Green 

Nature Tour, which offers sights of the 

sea and maple leaves, and Pocheon’s 

Drunken Truth Trip, which provides both 

traveling and traditional drink experience. 

By November, we’ll have a magazine 

coming out to introduce our winter 

products with themes such as the winter 

sea, spas, and snowy mountains.

What is your outlook on the traveling 

trend in the post-COVID era? Some 

think that package tours will disappear 

completely, but I think things will take a 

turn for the better next year.  Those who 

have tasted the sweetness of traveling 

just can’t give up. People who have had 

to control the urge of traveling for over 

a year will find the opportunity to go on 

tours again, and the company that has 

the right plan will be the winner.

The tourism and leisure companies of Seoul 
are getting ready to present to you new 
traveling experiences in the post-COVID era.

A travel agency to provide a worthwhile traveling 

experience is opening up, which is good news 

for everyone. Even the name of the company is 

Tourdaum, which can be translated to the meaning 

of “a tour worthy of its name.” The company 

aims to grab its customers with domestic travel 

packages and plans to showcase all-in-one 

packages that include traveling in the future.

Making your tours 
worthwhile 
Kim Hyeonjeong, 
Team Leader of Tourdaum

W
ri

te
r  

Le
e 

S
oy

eo
ng

 P
h

o
to

g
ra

p
h

er
 K

im
 J

ae
hy

eo
ng



Wanna go to that island  Nodeulseom Island

Walking along the castle walls surrounding Seoul  Hanyangdoseong Sunseong-gil

A new way of traveling: Car camping  YouTuber ‘Adventure Life’

Following the trails of Baekje  Mongchontoseong, Fortress of Seoul

A green oasis in a gray city  Seoul Botanic Park

Walking through hidden time  Gyeongchun Line Forest 

#NATURE
Although we’re in the post-COVID age, 

the travelers in this era are still running around to find nature 

in the city. The green trees that let out the refreshing air in 

Seoul might be somewhere closer than you think, and in 

places that you would’ve never imagined.
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Wanna go to 
that island
Nodeulseom Island

Seoul is a city with both gifts and curses. The city is 

filled with urban disorder, yet it has still preserved 

an island full of culture, art, and nature in the middle 

of the Han River. If you want to lose yourself in an 

inhabited island, all you have to do is drop yourself 

off at Nodeul Island.
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can’t help but take out their cameras 

to take pictures. On the right of Nodeul 

Square, an entrance of a gigantic building 

draws the attention of the beholder. This 

building is none other than Live House, 

which is a popular music venue for 

musicians that cover itself in spectacular 

illuminations at night. The big stage is 

accompanied by 456 seats as well as 

platforms, sound systems, facilities, and 

lights that are specialized for pop music 

performances. The seats are very close 

to the stage so that the singer and the 

crowd can easily interact with each other. 

After the COVID-19 outbreak, most of the 

performances had been canceled, forcing 

the shows to be made in non-contact 

mode. But thanks to the recent epidemic 

prevention procedures, the performances 

The island was called Jungjido Island 

from the 1930s to the 1950s, and it was 

loved by the citizens of Seoul as a small 

piece of land with sandy beaches in the 

summer and ice rinks perfect for skating 

in the winter.

But after the 1960s, the area around Han 

River went into development, leaving 

the island deserted until the last decade. 

From the start of the 2000s, there have 

been ongoing discussions on how to 

redevelop the island and in 2019, the 

island was finally reborn under the name 

of Nodeulseom Island.

Nodeulseom Island has been completely 

transformed into a sophisticated 

culture site where people can immerse 

themselves in overflowing cultural content 

in the middle of the Han River.

Located in the middle of Han Riverdaegyo 

Bridge, the island offers all kinds of 

cultural and artistic experiences such as 

music, books, arts, handicrafts, food, 

and meditation. Through various means 

of transport like bikes, buses, and the 

subway station of Nodeul, a huge number 

of citizens visit this island every day. 

At the entrance of Nodeulseom is 

Nodeul Square, which serves as the 

photo zone of the island. There is a 

signature statue that symbolizes the 

island and those who visit the island 

have been restarted.

Right past the entrance are the two 

buildings that are facing each other, 

standing tall at each side of the square. 

The building on the right is Nodeul 

Bookstore, where you can read books 

without having to buy them. It is a place 

where the time and effort that was put 

into completing a book has been infused 

into the air of the building, making it a 

store that goes beyond being a place that 

simply displays and sells books. Not only 

does the store showcase programs fit 

for each season, but it also rediscovers 

the ideas and values of authors through 

creative book curations. There is a special 

room in the store where visitors are 

provided with keywords so they can 

easily read and purchase books that they 

Nodeulseom has been completely 

transformed into a sophisticated culture 

site where people can immerse themselves 

in the overflowing culture in the middle of 

the Han River.

Nodeul Square
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lay their eyes on.

When you make your way out to head 

to the building on the left, you’ll be able 

to find a singing bowl and meditation 

classes being held on the third floor’s 

‘& Table’. This is originally a food culture 

salon that tells all sorts of tales related 

to food, from ingredients to hidden 

stories of those who were in charge of 

creating the food culture in the manner 

of a shared kitchen. When the salon is 

not used as a shared kitchen, classes on 

programs such as yoga and meditation 

are often held at the moment.

On the first floor of Nodeulseom, just 

below the square is a wide variety of 

places that offer unique experiences. At 

the botanical culture experience site Plant 

Atelier, you can experiment yourself with 
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Music Lounge RYU

Nodeul Bookstore

Nodeul Bookstore
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diverse botanical activities such as plant 

workshops, plant counseling programs, 

gardening classes on food ingredients 

in season, and classes from botanical 

creators. Meanwhile, if you’ve come 

across a space covered in fancy neon 

signs, don’t be too surprised. This place 

is none other than Music Lounge RYU, 

which is in charge of the music around 

the island. It is an exhibit that holds the 

vivid story of those who create music as 

well as being a space to share musical 

tastes, making it a perfect place to find 

the spirit of music that you've lost in your 

daily life.

You can come here to enjoy music 

even when there aren't any music 

performances planned on the island. Truth 

be told, the place that is condensed with 

artistic inspiration is Space 445, which 

is a cultural site of synthetic art. There 

are two main galleries here. In Gallery 

1, there is Do Good, a place where you 

can create your own artistic merchandise 

as well as the Do Art Club, which is 

the art production camp of local artists. 

Meanwhile, Gallery 2 is an area that 

provides support for aspiring artists.

When you walk outside the building, 

you’ll be able to witness the sunset above 

the Han River at Grass Madang after the 

rain has cleared off. Grass Madang is 

Nodeulseom’s signature spot, which is a 

grass plaza with various cultural events 

that take place in spring and fall while also 

being an ice skating field in winter. Down 

the grass plaza is the Nodeulseom Trail, 

which is perfect for strolls and offers an 

excellent view of the whole city.

At Nodeulseom, you can take a short 

but meaningful break on an island 

where romance and elegant culture 

coexist to bring all kinds of artistic 

experiences, botanical activities and 

reading into your life. W
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Walking along 
the castle walls 
surrounding Seoul
Hanyangdoseong Sunseong-gil

‘Sunseonggil (Excursions) along Hanyangdoseong’ 

is a refreshing travel site that turns on the light bulb 

on your head and writes a comma inside your heart. 

When you walk along these trails and marvel at 

the undeniable beauty of the city’s skyline, you will 

soon come to realize that Seoul has always been a 

city of castle walls since the Joseon Dynasty.
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Hanyangdoseong to enjoy the view of 

the city in the era of Joseon.

The walls of Hanyangdoseong were 

torn apart and damaged under Japanese 

rule, but thanks to the constant effort 

to restore the fortress, it is steadily 

returning to its old complete form. 

Right now, there are six trails for 

excursions along Hanyangdoseong: 

Namsan, Inwangsan, Naksan, Baegak, 

Heunginjimun, and Sungryemun.

Each trail comes with its own unique 

charm. The trail of Naksan is easy to walk 

through while Inwangsan is difficult to 

climb, providing a challenging experience 

for hikers. That’s not all: You can walk 

along the castle walls while listening 

to the stories behind each course with 

a guide if you apply for the Excursion 

Program through the homepage of Seoul 

Hanyangdoseong.

On a clear morning after rainfall, we met 

with commentator Sin Seongdeok at the 

Here, the expedition on Namsan Trail, 

which is a part of ‘Excursions along 

Hanyangdoseong’, will be made as cicadas 

buzz all around in the summer’s heat. 

This trail begins from Jangchung Arena 

and follows through the back road of the 

Arena, along with the wooden steps, N 

Seoul Tower until Baekbeom Square.

Hanyangdoseong is a stronghold that 

was built by Lee Seonggye, otherwise 

known as King Taejo, to prevent being 

invaded while transferring the capital to 

Hanyang, along with the construction of 

a new palace. The fortress was forged 

along the ridges of four inner mountains: 

Baegak Bugaksan, Nakta Naksan, 

Mongmyeok Namsan, and Inwang. The 

average height of the walls is about five 

to eight meters and the total length is 

approximately 18.6 kilometers.

The name Sunseonggil comes from 

the term ‘sunseong’, which stood 

for the activity of walking along 

5th exit of Dongguk Univ. station and 

headed to the back trail of Jangchung 

Arena. “The fortress includes both 

inner walls and outer walls. If you really 

want a good view of the castle of 

Hanyangdoseong, you need to take the 

course through the outer walls. Come 

this way.” 

We followed him to a trail that led us 

outside the fortress. The wall of the 

fortress had curves here and there, with 

layers of dirt that showcased its long 

history. The rocks inside the walls had 

gone black, holding moisture inside their 

tiny pores, and the ferns that grew inside 

of them beamed with the color green.

Before long, we arrived at a small hidden 

gate. From there, our path shifted into 

the trails along the inner walls and the 

walk inside the fortress was filled with a 

tranquil atmosphere.

Hanyangdoseong went through 

fortification in the years of King Taejo, 

Sejong, and Sukjong. Under Taejong’s 

rule, natural rocks were carved with rough 

hands to be made into walls while stones 

were neatly carved into shapes of corn 

kernels in the age of Sejong. After a few 

centuries, the walls that had crumbled 

down due to long-age went through 

full repair in the years of King Sukjong, 

The size of the walls were standardized 

in shapes of cubes with the height and 

width of each stone being 40 to 45cm. 

A few decades later in the age of King 

Sunjo, the stones were carved into 

cubes with heights and widths of 60cm 

and were put together in sophisticated 

patterns.

It didn’t take long for us to reach the 

end of all 653 wooden steps as we 

reminisced about the history behind the 

stone walls. At the end of the steps was 

a wide viewing platform that welcomed 

all those who came by.

Just a little way up was the place right 

in front of the N Seoul Tower. Beside it 

was a sculpture that declared that the 

tower was at the center of Seoul. For a 

moment, we all stood still and felt the 

cool of the breeze at the heart of the city.

Right now, there are

six trails for excursions

along Hanyangdoseong:

Namsan, Inwangsan,

Naksan, Baegak,

Heunginjimun, and

Sungryemun. Each trail

comes with its own

unique charm. The trail

of Naksan is easy to walk

through while Inwangsan

is difficult to climb,

providing a challenging

experience for hikers.

TIPS: Don’t forget to enjoy a delicious 
meal on your trip to the castle walls!

Guide Sin Seongdeok loves to dine at 
Yebangu Chibochima, where he can watch 
the cable cars of Namsan while enjoying his 
king-size pork cutlets. The restaurant will 
blow you away twice in a row: first with its 
amazing view and then with the generous 
size of its pork cutlet.
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A new way of traveling: 
Car camping
YouTuber ‘Adventure Life’

Car camping is becoming a new travel trend 

in the post-COVID era. We met the YouTuber 

‘Adventure Life’ and listened to what he had to 

say about the charms of car camping.
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How exactly would you define ‘car 

camping’? It’s a camping activity where 

campers sleep in their cars instead of 

tents. In the early days, car campers 

preferred SUVs because of the vehicle’s 

size and plenty of space inside. But now, 

car camping has become so popular 

that campers use all kinds of vehicles for 

their camping, from hatchbacks, small 

SUVs, sedans to even light-weight cars. 

This particular type of camping became 

a trend mainly because of its simplicity 

and mobility. With car camping, you 

can go anywhere you want without all 

the fancy camping tools. The outbreak 

of COVID-19 played a role in the rise of 

car camping as well, as people became 

more interested in car camping as a 

means to go on a ‘non-contact trip’.

What are the things that car camping 

rookies should keep inside their 

cars? The basic stuff would be boxes 

for storage, folding chairs, foam mats, 

air mats, sleeping bags, blankets, air 

cushions for legroom, window curtains, 

and snacks. If you want to make your 

camping experience more pleasant, you 

should take a shade canopy or a tent to 

tie on to the trunk of your car. Storage 

boxes can become excellent tables 

when you lift their lids. You should take 

more than two or three blankets because 

they come in really handy when you use 

them to cover mats and the legroom at 

the front row, and they also make warm 

coats in cold weather. Meanwhile, the 

air cushions are used to fill up space in 

the second legroom. You can bring out 

the full potential of the space in your car 

when you put the cushions with the right 

size into the legroom and cover them up 

with a blanket. But it doesn’t always have 

to be air cushions; you can fill the space 

up with other things. You can use all 

kinds of other items and lights to enjoy 

a sensational car camping trip. If you’re 

The freedom to go camping wherever you want, the

Paradigm shift that a car can be transformed into a house,

and the comfort of not having to pack fancy camping tools.
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new to the car camping club, you might 

want to utilize household items instead 

of the ones for actual camping. It would 

be wise to select the equipment that 

fits you the best rather than going after 

the tools of the experts from the very 

beginning.

It seems like the setup of the car is 

the most important thing since you 

have to sleep inside it. What’s crucial in 

car camping is the process of making the 

surface flat. To sleep inside the car, you 

have to flatten the trunk by unfolding the 

sheets from the second row so that you 

can lie on a flat surface. Putting down 

foam mats or air mats on the sheets of 

the second row can help. If you have a 

car with a low ceiling, you might want to 

use foam mats instead of air mats. After 

flattening the floor of your car camp, 

you can make it even cozier and lift your 

camping spirit by laying down colorful 

blankets.

What makes car camping stand out 

and be different from other outdoor 

activities? After starting to go to car 

camps, I’ve become totally obsessed 

with it. The simplicity of not having 

to set up and bring down the tent 

and the car being an excellent shield 

ADVENTURE LIFE’S HELPFUL TIPS ON CAR CAMPING

How to avoid the sun
- If  you want to get a good rest inside your car, you need to block out 
strong light.
You can get rid of  the outside light and stop anyone from peeking 
inside your car by installing curtains on your windows.

Safety first, always
- For safety, don’t camp at a place where there aren’t any people 
around, and choose a camping site with a toilet nearby. Camping 
grounds and recreation areas are safer than open lands, and you 
should be careful not to park too close to the water when going to a 
beach or a riverside.

against rain and snow is the ultimate 

advantage of car camping. Not only 

that, I can always go camping with the 

least amount of things to prepare and 

leave with a light heart because it’s a 

great ‘non-contact traveling’ experience. 

The freedom to go camping wherever 

you want, the Paradigm shift that a car 

can be transformed into a house and 

the comfort of not having to pack fancy 

camping tools are the reason that more 

and more campers are drawn to car 

camping. But you don’t need to have all 

these reasons to go car camping. All you 

need is the wish to recharge yourself at 

a place near you, but far enough to get 

away from the hassles in your daily life.

Is there anything that car campers 

should be careful about? Car camping 

is available wherever a car can get 

through, which has brought a rise in 

the number of car campers. But car 

camping has also been banned at a 

significant number of sites because 

of the problematic behavior of some 

campers, such as littering and making 

fires. It’s important not to make a fire 

when camping in a place that is not 

a camping ground and to take all the 

trash with you when you leave. The key 

to preserving nature as car camping 

grounds is keeping the camping site 

clean and tidy.#
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Following the trails 
of Baekje
Mongchontoseong, Fortress of Seoul

Mongchontoseong Fortress is located in Olympic Park 

in Seoul. The trails of the fortress that holds the history 

of Baekje and its tree-filled paths look quite different 

from the bustling city that surrounds the area.
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As you reminisce about the bygone days 

of Beakje on your way up the fortress, 

a clear view of the city awaits you at 

the top. You can pass by the people 

taking pictures to get to the famous tree 

of Olympic Park: the Lonely Tree. This 

tree stands alone on a broad meadow, 

and pictures taken from the scene look 

serene and peaceful from any angle. 

But a lot of Seoul citizens seem to be 

unaware that this very fortress is home 

to the pleasant experiences of both 

families and lovers. A lot of people might 

think that this fortress is just a part of the 

gigantic Olympic Park, with the name 

Mongchontoseong only familiar to them 

as that of a subway station. But this 

fortress, along with Mongchon Lake and 

TIPS on the top three courses at the 
Mongchon Museum of History

Course A: The most popular
This course includes Mongchontoseong’s 
cream of the crop. You can enjoy the view 
of the city at the top of the highest hill and 
look around sites such as the Lonely Tree, 
historical excavations, the Baekje House Site 
Gallery at the moat, and the wooden fences.

Course B: An easy course for strollers 
and wheelchairs
This course starts at the excavation site 
from the north gate and goes through the 
wooden fences, Baekje House Site Gallery, 
and the east gate, and then circles back to 
the Mongchon Museum of History.

Course C: From the eastern castle 
walls to the wildflower fields
- This course starts at the Mongchon 
Museum of  History and ends at Seoul 
Baekje Museum. The course is especially 
magnificent when the wildflowers bloom 
in the fall.

the hilly area that surrounds it, used to 

be an important defense unit in the years 

of the Baekje Kingdom. 

After the outbreak of COVID-19, 

Mongchontoseong has become a 

popular tourist attraction with the boom 

of non-contact traveling.

The fortress is known to be the southern 

castle of Hanseong, which was the 

capital of Baekje. The name does include 

the word ‘toseong’, which means that 

the fortress was man-made by stacking 

up the earth, but the natural hills of 

the area were also used to bring out 

its full potential. The wide Mongchon 

Lake inside the Olympic Park that we 

know was also created through artificial 

construction; it used to be a moat that 

was built by digging the outer grounds of 

the fortress to block off enemy attacks. 

But it isn’t easy to remind oneself of 

these facts when looking around at what 

remains of the southern castle. All we 

can do is to imagine the history of the 

kingdom by walking along the high hills 

of the fortress.

But the situation is still better than 

Pungnaptoseong, which used to be the 

northern castle of Hanseong, as we can 

at least use our two feet to take a walk 

around the castle walls in the southern 

castle. If you want to only visit the main 

attractions of the fortress, you should 

start from the northern gate and head 

to the north-western walls, where the 

Lonely Tree is. This track has the area 

with the highest level of the land, so 

you can enjoy a wide view as you make 

your way up the fortress. The curvy road 

downhill and the Lonely Tree that stands 

tall on the outspread meadow all add to 

the placid atmosphere.

With a lake on the right, the high trail 

comes into a crossroad, and from there 

you can make your way up to the center 

of the fortress. It’s a comfortable road 

filled with trees and tall grass so you 

don’t have to worry about running out 

of breath. You can witness what is left 

of the old Mongchontoseong when you 

walk along the road that leads to the 

east gate.

The gray dome stands alone inside 

the woods as if someone had to hide 

it from being seen. It might look like a 

spaceship, but it’s actually the Baekje 

House Site Gallery. Just like its name, 

this gallery is where the remains of 

houses from Baekje are preserved. 

You can step inside the gallery to have 

a look at various holes of the houses 

and the mannequins that reconstruct 

the daily lives of the people who used 

to live inside them. There are some 

types of houses, 12 pit-type houses, 

and storage holes. It has been told that 

earthenwares—armors made with bones 

and weapons such as iron sword—were 

found during the excavation of this area.

Mongchontoseong has too many 

hidden stories and scenes to be only 

remembered as a part of the Olympic 

Park. Here, you can have the pleasure 

of learning Baekje’s history as well as 

running away from the busy urban life 

to gaze at the nature that surrounds the 

fortress.#
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A green oasis 
in a gray city
Seoul Botanic Park

The enormous land of nature at the heart of the 

city, Seoul Botanic Park, has reopened. The tall 

trees inside this warm park welcome their visitors 

with their shade. Those who take steps inside this 

natural area can wash their worries away with the 

breeze that swooshes through the leaves.  
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Why would you need to take the long 

way on a plane when you can have a 

tropical forest right inside of Seoul? This 

is the story of Seoul Botanic Park in the 

Magok district, which is only a short walk 

away from Magoknaru Station, subway 

line 9.

When you walk along with the garden 

outside that is adorned with eight 

themes, the majestic glasshouse inside 

the gigantic Botanic Center finally 

shows itself. The diameter of this fine 

construction reaches 100 meters, with 

its height being 18 to 25 meters. Most 

glasshouses take the shape of domes 

like bowls turned upside-down, but the 

one in Seoul Botanic Park is sunken in 

the middle, with a shape like a concaved 

plate.

Unlike the other protruding areas in the 

glasshouse, you can have the experience 

of looking outside instead of in the middle, 

This is the story of Seoul Botanic Park in the Magok district,

which is only a short walk away from Magoknaru Station,

subway line 9.

which will expand your view inside the 

glasshouse to the areas outside. When 

seen at a bird’s-eye view, the magnificent 

figure of the glasshouse that resembles 

a flower in full bloom is just the same as 

before.

But what has changed is that visitors 

must verify QR codes after checking 

their body temperatures to prevent the 

spreading of the COVID-19 virus. It is also 

now viewer etiquette to wear masks and 

to keep a 2-meter distance from other 

visitors.

Inside the glasshouse, the Amazon's 

Victoria water lily on the pond and the 

huge banana trees that surround it 

enchant its beholders.

It’s as if the whole space has been 

warped into a tropical forest, with a high 

temperature (28 degrees Celsius) and 

humidity (60 to 70%) inside the tropical 

house. The visitors can’t help but forget 

the rain outside and gaze at the exotic 

plants.

“Inside the glasshouse, you can observe 

the plants from 12 foreign cities without 

having to travel overseas. A part of the 

tropical house has the theme of Vietnam’s 

Hanoi, which includes various kinds of 

fruit trees such as mangoes, papayas, and 

mangosteens. Can you see the mango 

Director Jung Sumin, the guide on our 
tour of Seoul Botanic Park
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TIPS on Touring Seoul Botanic Park’s 
Glasshouse 

The tour of Seoul Botanic Park has evolved 
into a non-contact mission. The visitors can 
listen to the explanation of a plant before their 
individual tour around the glasshouse. The 
mission is to take a photo of that plant at their 
actual tour, and a printed copy of the photo 
is given as a reward. The tours are done three 
times a day (14:20, 15:00, and 15:40), from 
Tuesday to Friday.

fruit on the tree? I recommend playing a 

game involving finding fruits on the trees 

if you've come here as a family,” says 

director Jung Sumin, who served as a 

guide for our trip, with a bright smile.

As we moved to the Mediterranean 

House, the beautiful terrace-style gardens 

of Rome and the enchanting water culture 

area of Barcelona showed themselves.

The exhibitions under the theme of 

“the romance of plants” in between 

the houses also bring on the interest 

of visitors. The exhibition is about the 

magical reproduction methods of plants 

that illustrate how plants use scents to 

draw bees and butterflies and how they 

use the wind to spread their seeds.

Meanwhile, you can take a closer look at 

the tall tropical trees when you climb up 

the 5-meter-high Sky Walk. 

Outside the glasshouse is the Seed 

Library, which is a unique area that only 

exists inside Seoul Botanic Park. In a 

normal library, you would borrow books. 

But in the Seed Library, you can borrow 

seeds from plants. You can read through 

the guides placed within the library to 

see how to grow the seeds and choose 

from the 53 traditional seeds, which 

include half-moon shaped beans, Joseon 

cucumbers, and yellow mung beans. You 

can return the seeds by growing the plant 

yourself and then taking the seeds that 

you've harvested back to the library. The 

library also receives seed donations.

On the second floor of the Botanic 

Center, there is another library called the 

Specialized Plant Library, which has over 

7,000 Korean and foreign publications on 

plants. It’s the perfect place to answer all 

your questions on plants that you’ve come 

up with during the tour of the glasshouse 

and to relax on the comfortable seats.

In front of the library is a gallery where a 

painting exhibition by four artists called 

<Flower Flower Flower Flower> is being 

held. It could be said that the whole of 

Seoul Botanic Park is a haven of plant 

culture, with an opportunity to get into 

the glasshouse of plants to experience 

exhibitions and exotic spaces.
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Walking through 
hidden time
Gyeongchun Line Forest Trains no longer pass along the rails 

that connect Seoul and Chuncheon. 

Instead, people have started to walk 

along the paths of the rails.

Anyone who has had a traveling 

experience will know the sweet anxiety 

of waiting for a train at a platform, gazing 

at the endless line of rails. He or she will 

also be able to remember the strange 

sense of excitement that fills up his 

body when the train enters the station 

to stop in front of his feet. When the trip 

is done, the traveler reminds themself of 

the precious memories from the journey 

whenever they come across train tracks.

In Seoul, some train tracks do this. A 

railway that calls upon the excitement 

and nostalgia of a journey: Gyeongchun 

Line, Forest Park. Gyeongchun Line 

takes “Gyeong” from the meaning of 

“the capital” and “Chun” from the city 

of “Chuncheon.” Therefore, the line of 

Gyeongchun is an arterial railway that 

connects Seoul and Chuncheon.

This railroad was first constructed in 

1939. Unlike other railways that were built 

under the imperial rule of Japan to pillage 

the Korean Peninsula, the Gyeongchun 

Line was completed with donations 

from the Korean people themselves. 

After the liberation of Korea, the railroad 

has been used to bring excitement and 

joy for those who went traveling. But by 

December 2010, trains no longer ran in 

the section of Gwangundae Station to 

Galmae Station in Guri.

All that was left was the vestige of a 

long train track. However, in 2015 the 

abandoned railroad was reborn into a 

peaceful trail through an urban restoration 

plan. The train tracks and the station 

building were restored to bring life back 

to the railway, and the surrounding was 

remodeled to create Gyeongchun Line, 

Forest Park. The six-kilometer-long railroad 

starts from the town and goes through 
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the old station, the forest, and the village 

on the other side.

Gyeongchun Line Forest Park has a 

different theme for each section. The first 

section is located in an alley full of houses 

where restaurants and cafes fill up the 

street around the railway. The second 

section mingles with the vegetable 

gardens of the locals and the old station 

while the tranquil forest trail begins at the 

third station. It takes about two hours to 

walk along a six-kilometer-long railroad, 

but you can start from the middle if 

you don’t have the strength to walk the 

whole way, which is at the old station of 

Hwarangdae. From the subway station, 

make your way on foot for 10 minutes, 

and you’ll be able to see a huge sign on 

the other side of the crossroad that reads 

“Gyeongchun Line Forest Park.” The place 

is what used to be called Hwarangdae 

Station. Of course, the trains no longer 

pass through this area, which is why the 

building was transformed into an exhibit, 

Anyone who has had a traveling experience will

know the sweet anxiety of waiting for a train at a

platform, gazing at the endless line of rails. When

the trip is done, the traveler reminds themself of

the precious memories from the journey whenever

they come across train tracks. A railway that calls

upon the excitement and nostalgia of a journey:

Gyeongchun Line Forest Park.

and the railroad and the platforms were 

turned into a park with a splendid design 

to accommodate those who visit the 

station. It is a place where a wide variety 

of events and exhibitions are held as well 

as being a resting spot, which is why 

the station is full of things to see all year 

‘round.

The old station of Hwarangdae was the 

last flag stop of the Gyeongchun Line that 

existed inside of Seoul, and it was also 

chosen as the #300 registered cultural #
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A
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heritage site for standing out as perfect 

preservation of modern architecture with 

its wooden structure. Maybe that’s why it 

goes well with the retro trend that never 

seems to end. There is also an exhibition 

on the history of the Gyeongchun Line 

and its last train, Mugunghwa. 

At the platform, the Mugunghwa train sat 

on the tracks as if it were ready to start 

its engine at any moment while other 

trains such as narrow-gauge trains, trams, 

and Mika steam locomotives 5-56 were 
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TIPS: Recommended courses in 
Gyeongchun Line Forest

Gyeongchun Railroad Bridge to 
Hwarangdae Station
- You can cross Gyeongchun Railroad Bridge 
and walk along the tracks that lead to the town 
alley. Here, the people’s habitat and the railroad 
synchronize with each other to create a unique 
atmosphere.

Damteo Village to Hwarangdae Station
- If  you want to immerse yourself  in nature 
by entering the forest, you should start from 
Damteo Village and walk in the direction of 
Hwarangdae Station. Nowon Light Garden 
will also greet you at sunset.
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placed here and there inside the garden.

The trains all came in different shapes 

and sizes, naturally grabbing the attention 

of the visitors to the station.

There is also a Bandi Corporation store 

where you can find refreshments such 

as coffee and tea, making this a good 

spot to take a break before another walk. 

At sunset, the station transforms into 

an illuminated garden as the light bulbs 

on the sculptures are turned on. This 

is Nowon Light Garden, and it shines 

bright with themes such as the Milky 

Way Garden, Light Garden, and Secret 

Garden.

As the night grows darker, the garden 

glows brighter, making it an excellent 

choice for a romantic night. It may be 

small, but the time spent on the station 

can never be too short. When you leave 

the old Hwarangdae Station behind 

you and carry on your journey along the 

railroad, a trail inside a forest will appear. 

This trail is full of soft mats and wooden 

decks that make walking easy for 

everyone inside the forest. If you want to 

go on a journey somewhere far away but 

stay inside of Seoul at the same time, a 

visit to Gyeongchun Line Forest Park will 

be an excellent choice. 
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What was the Korean traveling 

industry like when Trazy first came 

out? When Trazy came out at the end of 

2012, the inbound tourism (foreigners’ 

trips to Korea) industry was all about 

group tours from Japanese and Chinese 

tourists. There was no market for booking 

activities or tours. In a situation like this, 

we thought there was something that 

we could do. Except for the Korean 

Tourism Organization, companies and 

sites rarely provided the right tourism 

information in English. That’s why we 

decided to start our business with 

the goodwill to provide quality tourist 

information on Korean attractions and 

the best booking opportunities.

It must have been tough being a start-

up in the traveling industry. How did 

your business grow? We had a lot of 

trials and errors while trying to find our 

business model. As you can tell from 

our name, which is a combination of 

‘travel’ and ‘crazy’, Trazy is a free travel 

platform for individual tourists who are 

crazy about traveling. We first started 

as a webpage with tourist information, 

but we also received a lot of requests 

from foreign tourists who wanted help 

with their bookings. So, we shifted to 

an information and booking platform in 

the second half of 2015 and experienced 

great success. Now, our company is the 

best inbound traveling platform in Korea, 

with up to 700,000 English-speaking 

visitors coming to the platform every 

month.

How do you view the traveling 

industry in the post-COVID era? The 

demand will noticeably increase when 

the restriction on traveling is removed. 

Personally, I don’t think ‘online tours’ will 

ever replace the ones in real life. Online 

tours were meant to be a substitute for 

the original traveling experience during 

the COVID-19 outbreak, and it surely 

won’t turn all the future tours into non-

contact excursions. Up till now, tours 

were done in groups or packages, 

but the trend will change into a more 

individualized traveling experience.

This means that there will be a demand 

for tours where an individual or a group 

with only a few members is willing to 

pay the extra price for an experience-

based trip or a convenient journey.

Trazy is collaborating with Seoul 

Business Agency, right? Seoul Business 

Agency, as one of our investors, offers 

advice and opportunities on our business 

by sharing with us the latest trend in the 

traveling industry. They go the extra mile 

for us instead of being just an investor 

and try to give us practical advice.

What kind of support is needed in 

the inbound traveling industry? The 

first thing that we need is a change 

in understanding. The Korean tourism 

industry is focused on outbound tours 

(Koreans’ trips to foreign countries) 

but is a bit neglectful of the inbound 

traveling market. However, the growth 

of inbound tours contributes to a nation’s 

brand and the power of the tourism 

industry. There are so many traveling 

agencies, experience enterprises, 

and experts including us who yearn 

to present foreign tourists with the 

best traveling experiences in Korea. I 

hope the government and those in the 

related industry to take more interest in 

invigorating the inbound tourism market. 

The market has great potential—of that 

I’m sure.

CEO Eom introduces Trazy, an all-in-one inbound 

traveling channel, as ‘the traveling industry’s 

Netflix’. The company is trying to develop up-to-

date tour programs while distinguishing itself 

from other platforms.

Heads up, it’s an inbound 

Eom Haneul, CEO of Trazy

The tourism and leisure companies of Seoul 
are getting ready to present to you new 
traveling experiences in the post-COVID era.
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Milk boxes are the first thing that 

comes into people’s minds when they 

think of the name Hibrow. It all started 

with an order from my older brother. My 

brother Lee Cheonhui, who is an actor, 

went overseas for a film shoot and came 

back home with a rectangular box. He 

said that it fascinated him when locals 

flipped it over and used it as a table. 

The first thing that came into my mind 

when looking at the box was beer boxes. 

I got one right away and tore down all 

the partitions inside, which made it look 

pretty similar to the box that my brother 

brought with him. But it still had a tacky 

color and was too big. So, I went to a 

factory and asked the workers there 

to make me a batch of 300 boxes with 

simpler shapes in the color of black. I 

decided to create a brand since I was 

going to sell the boxes, and I came 

up with the name Hibrow, which is a 

combination of the words ‘hi’ and ‘brow’. 

‘Hi’ came from the last syllable of our 

names (‘Hui’ from ‘Chunhui’ and ‘Sehui’, 

which was converted into ‘Hi’), and the 

word ‘brow’ came from ‘brother’, which 

signified us two being brothers.

The company has been around for 

seven years and still manages to 

keep its steady popularity. What’s the 

secret? I would pick the flexibility of the 

products as our secret. It’s an empty 

box, but you can lift the top to make a 

table, and if you put on a strap and wear 

it on your shoulder it becomes a bag. You 

can stack multiple boxes up or spread 

them out to use them as furniture. More 

importantly, we always use the products 

ourselves and make improvements by 

trying to find better uses for them. I think 

that’s why a lot of people keep coming 

back to our products.

But some customers wish there 

was more diversity in your line of 

merchandise. This might sound strange, 

but Hibrow seeks to concentrate on 

what people need rather than what sells 

the most. We try to make the company 

a brand with a unique color, which is 

why we never put anything out on the 

market that we haven’t experienced or 

confirmed. Instead, we try to provide the 

best brand value and customer service 

for those who use our products. After 

moving from Seoul to Wonju in the 

province of Gangwon-do, we’ve been 

working on a lot of programs for the last 

How can we make our daily lives happier and 

more joyful? The lifestyle company Hibrow, the 

brainchild of the Hui Brothers, answers this 

question by adding their own value to what was 

considered to be plain and ordinary.

Creating, using, and 

experiencing before 

recommending
Lee Sehui, CEO of Hibrow

The tourism and leisure companies of Seoul 
are getting ready to present to you new 
traveling experiences in the post-COVID era.
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three years, which were all aimed to be 

released in 2020. But then the COVID-19 

virus broke out.

It must have had a critical impact on 

your business. Our first project, ‘Wood 

Carving Class’, was shut down only 

after the first session in February, and 

in March we had to cancel all our other 

plans. But the good news is that we’ve 

still had a steady number of visitors to 

our company on the weekends. Maybe 

it’s because Gangwon-do is known as a 

region with a considerably low number 

of COVID-19 patients. We’ve been 

cautiously holding clearance sale events 

to show appreciation to the customers 

who have traveled long ways to visit our 

company. The events let us concentrate 

on the needs of the visitors and allowed 

us to notice new business opportunities.

And what would those opportunities 

be? After social distancing became a 

norm, the demand for items related to 

trips in nature such as backpacks and 

camping cars rose quickly.

Camping cars have especially been in the 

spotlight after amendments were made 

to certain laws. We’ve also modified our 

Starex into a legitimate camping car by 

collaborating with a company in Busan 

that specialized in camping cars. It’s only 

a prototype, but we’ll keep on testing to 

create a camping car with a style fit for 

Hibrow.

What is the trip that left the most vivid 

mark in your memory? I've been to 

many places both in Korea and overseas, 

but the irony is that I can’t remember 

trips where I had to see a lot of things in 

a short period of time. On the contrary, 

the night air that I felt in a strange alley 

in Seoul is what gave me the strongest 

impression. I recently visited Seoul for 

an event, and when I came back to my 

lodge, it all felt like a dream. Seoul was 

my hometown and I knew the place so 

well, yet everything felt so new. After 

such an experience, I’ve started to visit 

places that I wouldn’t normally go to 

when I have the chance to meet with 

friends in Seoul. The places might be 

familiar, but the experience that I get 

to have in them is so extraordinary, just 

like the sweet memory from a traveling 

site long ago. At a time when it’s hard to 

travel somewhere far away, why don’t 

you make a little change in a place that’s 

familiar to you? You might be able to find 

your own way of traveling through Seoul.
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I am a traveler  Go Jaeyeol, Traveling Director

Welcome. First time in Seoul?  YouTuber ‘Seoul Hunters’

Traveling Seoul like it’s the whole world  YouTuber ‘Traveler May’

#INFLUENCER
A traveling influencer who proposes new traveling experiences through Seoul. 



I am a 
traveler
Go Jaeyeol, 

Traveling Director

The fabulous stories of traveling 

are told from his exhilarating 

perspective. We spoke with 

traveling director Go Jaeyeol, 

who thinks of traveling as 

the ultimate way to achieve 

happiness, on the new meaning 

and method of traveling in the 

post-COVID era.

How did you become a traveling 

director from being a reporter? I 

created the topic Sisa-In’s Travel and 

managed it while working as a reporter 

for Sisa-In. For the last three years, I’ve 

been running several traveling clubs as 

well as developing traveling programs 

and continuing my job as a reporter. And 

last year, with my paternal leave, I had 

the opportunity to think about whether 

I should take traveling as a career or not 

and finally decided to be a traveler in my 

fifties.

But then COVID-19 happened. It was 

like buying a new house and leaving your 

my own themes.

Could you explain the Carrier Library 

Project, which is being exhibited at 

Cultural Seoul Station 284? A wide 

variety of exhibitions are being held 

under the theme of ‘rediscovering the 

experience of traveling’. Last year, at 

Cultural Seoul Station 284, an exhibition 

called Hotel Society was held and about 

60 carriers from the current exhibition 

were used there. One day, I had the 

idea to recycle the carriers that had been 

thrown away as trash from apartments 

and use them to carry books.

This idea gave birth to the Carrier Library 
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good old town behind, only to find the 

whole of the new town burning down 

in flames. I originally planned to create a 

program based on overseas traveling, but 

now I’m drawing up a different traveling 

plan that fits the current situation.

What does your title of ‘traveling 

director’ mean? A director is a person 

who directs and creates. To direct 

something, you must have a motive or 

a theme behind your work. I have my 

own ideas on traveling, and my motive 

is to stimulate people’s minds through 

traveling. As a traveling director, I want to 

direct various traveling programs under 
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In the post-COVID era, what do you 

think people should do to get ready 

for the new type of travel? I think the 

most important thing is to have ‘traveling 

fitness’. There aren’t many people who 

can travel for a long time throughout 

the year. Most people only have the 

chance to go on trips for a few days, or a 

week or two. Let me ask you a question 

here: Would you be able to fully enjoy 

the experience and the atmosphere of 

traveling when you’ve suddenly arrived at 

your destination if you’re still tired from 

all the stress at work? The answer would 

be “No.” That’s why I created about 20 

traveling groups to boost the ‘traveling 

fitness’ of travelers. About 1,000 people 

have signed up for these groups. They 

include a wide range of activities such 

as performances, exhibitions, tea 

ceremonies, and tracking activities. The 

objective of the groups is to develop the 

members’ preferences. I’m also holding 

one-day classes where members can 

donate their talents. The common goal 

of all the one-day classes is to contribute 

to travel, as well as making the daily lives 

better for the members of the class.

What would be your advice on 

traveling through Korean tourist 

attractions in the post-COVID 

era? After the COVID-19 outbreak, I 

started to think about how to travel to 

domestic areas with the money that 

was meant for overseas traveling. With 

that in mind, I’m working on a traveling 

package called the Premium Korea 

Tour in September, which consists of 

a trip that lasts two nights and three 

days at the price of 590,000 won. If 

you’re a city dweller, I recommend 

going on a trip to an island. My personal 

favorites are Nagwol-do Island, which 

is in Yeonggwang, Jeollanam-do, and 

Project, which is aimed to carry books in 

old carriers and donate them to places 

where they are needed as well as going 

on travels. The donors can fill up the 

carriers with the books they don’t need 

and send them to the designated places. 

Then the travelers pick them up and 

take the carriers to the sites for donation 

after a few days. With this, a little library 

is created wherever the carriers full 

of books go. I personally donated 300 

books, which fit into about 10 carriers.

The theme of the post-COVID era is 

‘non-contact’. Doesn’t this conflict 

with the theme of traveling? I think the 

outbreak of COVID-19 was the catalyst 

for moving into a non-contact society 

since we’ve already been heading that 

way with the trend of eating alone and 

drinking alone. In every society, there 

is an action and a reaction. What this 

means is that people have started 

to have strong desires to experience 

‘contact’, as a reaction to having to live in 

an age of ‘non-contact’.

Secondary groups such as interest 

groups have become prominent in 

modern society while primary groups 

held together under blood ties have 

lost their power. But people still set 

reference groups and yearn for the 

sense of belonging and solidarity. This is 

why ‘hobby groups’, which allow people 

with the same preferences to enjoy 

the activities they like with each other, 

have taken the place of primary groups 

in the modern age. One of the leading 

hobbies these days is traveling. People 

easily become friends by sharing the 

experiences they had and the ideas they 

gathered through traveling. With this in 

mind, I created Traveling Club, which has 

200 members that I made friends with 

through traveling and work, along with 

other new members. 

Guleop-do Island, located at Ungjin-

gun, Incheon. My other plans include 

creating tours that accompany local 

artists. An example of this would be 

having an actual performance from 

Pansori singers at Jirisan Mountain, with 

the mountain ranges as the background. 

It’s also important to sense the change 

of seasons when going on domestic 

trips. From the end of August through 

the start of September, the days are 

clear with only a few clouds on the sky, 

which allows magnificent sunsets to be 

created at the Yellow Sea. Meanwhile, at 

the start of December, you can enjoy the 

last moments of fall on the islands of the 

Southern Sea as the northwesterly wind 

won’t hit you hard at that time of the 

year. If you want to make your domestic 

travel worthwhile, you have to know 

when to take advantage of seasonal 

changes.
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How would you describe your 

YouTube channel? It’s a channel where 

I introduce the culture of Korea and 

Seoul to foreigners. I started the channel 

because I thought it would be a fun idea 

to talk about the impressions people get 

when they visit Korea and the cultural 

differences between the east and the 

west with those from the other side 

of the globe. This is why most of the 

videos had me going around the street 

to talk with foreign visitors, but now I’m 

slowly starting to make vlogs and create 

content that introduces Korean culture. 

My videos are in English because the 

target viewers are foreigners who are 

interested in Korea.

How did you think of all these ideas? 

I worked as a tour guide for foreigners 

at a traveling agency once. Then in 

2017, I started my own inbound traveling 

agency with a friend of mine called Seoul 

Hunters. I had already been enjoying 

YouTube videos since 2012, so I thought 

it would be a good advertising method if 

I synchronized my agency activities with 

my channel. At first, the main content 

of the videos was interviewing random 

foreigners in the streets, and after a 

while, I tried to create a synergy effect by 

making content that might connect with 

the company’s traveling program.

Your channel brings a lot of 

amusement for viewers by showing 

Kim Sangmun started a YouTube channel because 

he wanted to let the world know about Korea. He 

goes around the streets asking foreigners what they 

think of Korea, and with these videos, his channel 

'Seoul Hunters' has reached 36,000 subscribers.

Welcome.

First time in Seoul? 
YouTuber ‘Seoul Hunters’

Culture Shock You've Had in Korea, 

which went viral and hit nearly 1.7 million 

views. The people that were in the video 

talked about middle-aged men and 

women shouting “kyaah” after drinking 

soju and drinking on the streets being 

legal. (Laughter)

You are a member of the Seoul 

Business Agency’s Creative Force 

program, is that correct? Yes, I applied 

when I saw a recruiting notice just 

after starting my YouTube channel and 

was selected as a member of the first 

program in 2017. Creative Force is a 

program that recruits one-man creators 

with a lot of potentials to create diverse 

stories and to support excellent brand 

items from small to medium-sized 

business groups from Seoul. With this 

program, creators can use the one-

man media studio and broadcasting 

equipment at Seoul Business Agency’s 

Splex Center. I’ve had a lot of help from 

the agency such as receiving mentoring 

from marketing experts.

It’s hard not to talk about COVID-19. 

You must have had a lot of struggle 

since you create content on traveling. 

That’s true. The overall number 

of foreigners coming to Seoul has 

decreased significantly, so it’s hard to 

even start an interview. What makes 

things worse is that it’s difficult to 

ask foreigners to come over to Korea 

when COVID-19 is causing so much 

trouble. Actually, was thinking about the 

direction of the channel even before 

the coronavirus. So I’m taking it slow 

right now to think about the channel’s 

identity and content that might make 

the channel sustainable.

As a creator that talks about traveling 

in Seoul, what do you think makes 

Seoul a tourist attraction worth 

seeing? For me, Seoul is the best for 

the dynamics. The city holds the past 

and the present together, and no place 

is the same both at night and in the 

daytime. Gwanghwamun, Bukchon, 

Insa-dong, and Ikseon-dong keep the 

old Seoul intact while Gangnam and 

Hongdae breathe the technology of the 

future into the city. But that’s not all: You 

should always remember that Seoul is a 

city with nature. The city has Bukhansan 

Mountain, Inwangsan Mountain, and 

Han River, which would be my personal 

recommendation. I used to like bustling 

places such as Hongdae and Itaewon, 

but recently I’ve started to grow fond of 

Han River’s riverside. I often go out to 

Mangwon Han River Park to exercise, 

and I also recently went there for a 

fishing trip.

the reaction of foreigners, which is 

similar to the program ‘Welcome. 

First Time in Korea?’ and ‘Korean 

Englishman’. Do you think these 

programs influenced on your 

channel? In fact, I’ve gotten a lot of 

influence from foreign channels. I’ve 

been watching YouTube for a very long 

time, so I already knew there were a lot 

of channels outside of Korea that had 

similar content to my channel before 

I had even started. I was personally 

influenced by channels such as Kassem 

G and Casey Neistat, and I thought it 

would be interesting to do the same 

things as they did in Korea. The video 

that I remember the most is The Biggest 

For me, Seoul is the best

for the dynamics. The city

holds the past and the

present together, and no

place is the same both at

night and in the daytime.

Gwanghwamun, Bukchon, 

Insa-dong, and Ikseon-

dong keep the old Seoul

intact while Gangnam

and Hongdae breathe the

technology of the future

into the city.
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Traveling 
Seoul like it’s 
the whole 
world    
YouTuber ‘Traveler May’

The videos of Traveler May are both 

honest and sincere, putting smiles 

on the faces of her subscribers. We 

walked along the streets of Sharosu-

gil with Traveler May, a YouTuber 

who is loved for her bright smiles 

and earnest content.
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When did you start traveling, and 

how many countries have you 

traveled to? In 2017, I was 27 years old 

and had been working as an ordinary 

employee at a marketing company. Back 

then, I had so much to do that I had to 

sleep in a jjimjilbang (; the Korean dry 

sauna) near my workplace. That’s how 

busy I used to be. The only way to get 

rid of stress was by reading travel stories 

that people posted on their blogs. Once 

I was reading a travel story of a person 

who went on a trip to Morocco, and 

there was a photo of a girl who had the 

smile of the happiest being in the world 

That’s when reality hit me hard.

I just couldn’t get the questions out of 

my head: “Have I ever smiled like her?” 

and “What am I even doing here?” 

So, I packed my bags right on that day #
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and made a list of where I’d like to go, 

reminding myself of the places I read 

about on other people’s traveling essays. 

I didn’t even plan to take a tour around 

the world; all that I wanted was to visit 

the countries on my list. That was how 

my first world tour started, and I traveled 

to 20 countries in one year. After that, I 

became a creator and went on trips of 

various lengths, such as short trips for 

a few days as well as long ones for a 

month or two.

How did you come to create your 

YouTube channel, ‘Traveler May’? 

When I first decided to quit my job and 

challenge myself to become a traveler, I 

actually was worried. I was worried that 

I might regret my decision, so I tried to 

look for stories of people who walked 

anything serious. I thought of it as a 

hobby and just hoped that my videos 

would be helpful to those who were in 

the same shoes as me.

The COVID-19 outbreak must 

have prevented you from traveling 

overseas. What have you been up to 

lately? In June, I went to Jeju-do’s Olle 

Trails. I walked for two weeks straight 

and slept inside a tent. I know it has 

been a risky time because of COVID-19, 

but I was able to have a safe and happy 

trip. I’ve recently visited Jeonju’s Hanok 

Village, Yaksu Forest Trails in Dunga-ri, 

Inje, and Andong as well. During those 

tours, I made sure to keep my distance 

from other people and tried to have a 

relaxing time inside traditional Korean 

houses rather than going outside to 

meet people.

Which specific activities do you like to 

do in Seoul? I like to go up Inwangsan 

Mountain at sunset and see the night 

view of the city, and I also love to ride 

Seoul Bikes along the Han River. But 

my favorite activity would be enjoying 

a simple journey within Gwanak-gu, 

which is where I live. After a long day, 

I go to a bar with good music to have 

a beer, find a good restaurant to eat at 

alone, or just walk around without a 

destination, with my eyes fixed on the 

sunset. The street of Sharosu-gil, which 

is close to my house, is famous for its 

pretty cafes and restaurants that went 

viral on social media. I especially love 

to go to restaurants that serve dishes 

from the countries that I’ve traveled to, 

such as Cuban, Vietnamese, and Thai 

restaurants. But the best thing about the 

street is that I don’t have to go inside a 

building; I can feel the atmosphere of 

the roads bustling with college students 

by just walking around after a long day at 

work.

the same path to find support and 

looked through Brunch, blogs, Facebook, 

and YouTube. Back then, nearly all of 

the traveling content was on blogs and 

Facebook, and the concept of traveling 

creators on YouTube didn’t even exist. So 

there wasn’t a single video that told me 

the things I wanted to hear. I hoped to 

find a long video that shared stories of 

people traveling around the world after 

quitting their jobs. I wanted to know 

what happened during those trips, what 

the travelers felt, and if they had any 

regrets, but it was all to no avail. That 

was the reason I decided to do all those 

things for myself. At the time, YouTube 

was just starting to gain popularity and 

the traveling field was a perfect blue 

ocean. But working as a YouTuber wasn’t #
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Urbanplay is an interesting company 

that creates and discovers content 

related to urban culture. We discover 

and recreate various cultural and artistic 

content that stays in the shadows of 

Seoul. Our work can take on a wide 

range of forms, such as discovering 

cultural developers like local curators and 

planning local community events. We 

also do branding projects on local areas 

and work as an agent for business on 

CSR (Corporate Social Responsibility). 

You could say that we play the role of 

developing a wide range of city cultural 

activities to help locals and visitors enjoy 

the environment around them. We had 

help from the Seoul Business Agency 

about five or six years ago when all we 

had were just ideas.

What made you think of creating a 

business like this? The idea didn’t just 

magically pop up; I thought of a plan 

during my tours around the world. I’ve 

always liked traveling, and I especially 

love to travel around cities that are full 

of stories and cultures, such as Venice 

and the cities of India. Just walking 

along the streets of those cities was 

enough to make me excited. From all 

the experiences that I had, I realized that 

unique cultures were the things that 

made cities special. Sadly, Seoul was a 

city that lacked this quality. I majored in 

architecture, so it was natural for me to 

be interested in the spatial development 

and the content related to that field. I 

wanted to become a city curator and an 

urban development specialist who could 

help bring culture back into the city.

What is Urbanplay doing to prepare 

for the non-contact age? We’ll be 

affected by the outbreak of COVID-19 for 

now.

The thing about our company’s cultural 

content is that it can only be experienced 

through offline events. It might sound 

like a weakness, but I think it will work 

as our strength after some time. The 

monotonous structure of massive 

distribution and standardized content 

from huge franchises will start to 

disappear. In the cases of lectures and 

speeches, there are lessons that you 

can only gain in an offline environment. 

Because of this reason, companies with 

actual content that connects human 

beings with other human beings will 

be able to survive. You can’t stay home 

Urbanplay is a company that brings tender stories 

to warm the hearts of those who dwell inside the 

cold city of Seoul. As the urban curator, Urbanplay 

works day and night to inspire and bring life back 

to the alleyways of Seoul. 

Cities as content 

and trips as stories    

Hong Juseok, CEO of Urbanplay 

alone forever, and that’s a fact. I believe 

that there will be a way to hold small 

events safely by maintaining social 

distancing.

In the post-COVID era, people are 

becoming more prudent and trying 

to invest their time and energy into 

meaningful and special activities. 

From what I've seen, I think people 

consider compact spaces in towns to be 

safer than the large malls where a lot of 

people gather. Travel agencies are now 

looking into domestic traveling instead of 

overseas tours and focusing on content 

development as well.

It’s like a rediscovery of domestic 

traveling. In the past, travel agencies 

only focused on overseas tours and 

predicted that the demand for domestic 

traveling would take time to grow. But 

with the outbreak of COVID-19, traveling 

overseas itself has become nearly 

impossible. That is one of the reasons 

why Urbanplay is trying to discover 

quality traveling content inside of Korea. 

In fact, we’ve had a lot of requests on 

topics related to domestic traveling 

programs. I think tours around the areas 

outside of Seoul will blossom very soon. 

The tourism and leisure companies of Seoul 
are getting ready to present to you new 
traveling experiences in the post-COVID era.

W
ri

te
r  

Ju
ng

 J
ae

un
 P

h
o

to
g

ra
p

h
er

 K
im

 J
ae

hy
eo

ng



11
3

S
E

O
U

L
M

A
D

E
11

2

When people see Rawraw, they 

immediately think of trunks and 

glasses. We make bags, shoes, glasses, 

and trunks.

You could say that we're a company 

that makes ‘tripware’, which refers to 

items you need when you're not at 

home. The people of Seoul work, study 

and play until late at night. That’s how 

culturally abundant this city is. We have 

that life of Seoul as our background. The 

difference between lifestyle brands and 

our company is that we make products 

for those who spend more time outside 

than they do inside their homes. The life 

that we preach to our customer is “Go 

out and play!” (Laughter)

Then are the people who ‘go out 

and play’ your target customers? 

No, that’s not quite the case. Ironically, 

people who don’t go out at all are our 

targets. (Laughter) What we want is 

people who always stay indoors, not the 

ones that already go out all the time, to 

take steps outside and live more freely. 

That’s why our company slogan is “Live 

more.” Live broadcasts and exciting lives 

are the things that we look for.

The name of the company, ‘Rawrow’, 

Who wouldn’t want to cheer for a company that 

doesn’t require an aggressive marketing strategy 

to become the champion of the market? Rawrow, 

a company with a reliable fan base that specializes 

in selling trunks, bags, hats, and glasses, fits this 

description perfectly.

Are you all breathing?

Lee Uihyeon, CEO of Rawrow

seems to include the same meaning. 

If you read our company name in 

Chinese characters, it becomes ‘Saeng-

Yeol’, which could be translated as about 

a line of raw things. If you make the 

translation a bit more natural, it would be 

‘the repetition of the essence’. ‘Essence’ 

is what we thought of when we created 

our company, along with other words 

such as ‘original’, ‘natural’, and ‘pure’.

The word “raw” is defined as being in 

an uncooked state, but it also has the 

meaning of being in one’s original state, 

natural and pure.

That is what we’re trying to think of all 

the time. The t-shaped handle on the 

trunk is very interesting. The philosophy 

behind our products is “actual use 

before fancy designs.”

When you say something like, “This is 

the world’s best T-shirt,” it sounds really 

vague. If you say “This T-shirt has a good 

fit,” someone may think that you’re 

being biased. But if you tell someone 

that the same T-shirt is equipped with 

chemical and engineering qualities, they 

might have different thoughts. Do you 

see the difference now? Explaining the 

actual use sounds better than trying to 

The tourism and leisure companies of Seoul 
are getting ready to present to you new 
traveling experiences in the post-COVID era.
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appeal to someone by talking about the 

fancy design. If you say, “This T-shirt 

has a great design,” chances are that 

someone else might stand up and say 

something like “I don’t think so.” But 

you can lower that chance by saying 

“This T-shirt is great because it’s useful” 

instead.

The traveling industry has received 

a considerable amount of damage 

from the outbreak of COVID-19. 

How are you holding up? We’re in 

our toughest times, of course. Traveling 

overseas became impossible, so the 

sales number of our most popular item, 

the trunks, has plummeted. But I’m a 

man with a positive attitude. I’m trying 

to find the good things in life even in 

the worst of days. I’m also making an 

effort to figure out a way to get through 

the post-COVID age since nothing will 

ever be the same after the wave of 

COVID-19.

Fortunately, this year we've been chosen 

as one of the Seoul Made Enterprise 

Organization's targets for support, which 

is run by the Seoul Business Agency. 

Thanks to their support, we’ve been able 

to find a bit of relief.

The people of Seoul work, study and play until late at night. That’s how culturally

abundant this city is. We have that life of Seoul as our background and make

products for those who spend more time outside than they do inside their homes.

The life that we preach to our customers is “Go out and play!”

#ACCOMMODATIONS
In traditional Korean houses, hotels, and old temples, the travelers 

in the post-COVID era seek spaces that are safer, more independent, and closer to nature.

A night in Hanok, with a book in one hand  Seyeonjae Bookstay

Going on vacations in a hotel  A staycation in Grand Hyatt Seoul

A journey to find oneself  Staying in Jingwansa Temple
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A night in 
Hanok, 
with a book 
in one hand
Seyeonjae Bookstay

The trend in the accommodations of 

Seoul is changing. The quiet hanok 

houses seem much more attractive than 

busy hotel lobbies. We packed a book 

to read and enjoyed a night of bookstay 

in a traditional house in Korea.
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right next to Bukhansan Mountain, as 

well as the fact that it’s designated as 

one of the special zones where people 

can experience Korean culture.

‘Seyeongjae’ includes the words ‘se’ 

(generation) and ‘yeon’ (continuity), 

creating the meaning of a house that is 

lived by generation after generation. Its 

name shows that an immense amount 

of love was put into the creation of 

this traditional home. Song Jeongsuk 

studied hanoks for three years with the 

enthusiasm to bring traditional Korean 

houses into real life with the utmost 

precision.

Upon entering Seyeonjae, the square-

shaped hanok, the first things that 

caught our eyes were the sarang-

When the long rains of summer came 

to a pause, we took a moment to 

visit Eunpyeong Hanok Village at the 

northwestern end of Seoul. The roofs 

were gathered together and spread out 

along the ridges of Bukhansan Mountain. 

After walking past a few blocks, we 

could see the door of Seyeonjae, with 

two Haetaes that guarded each of the 

sides.

That was the entrance to the very place 

where we would lay down the books 

from our shoulders and start to dig into 

them.

It hasn’t been long since the wetlands 

of Eunpyeong Hanok Village became a 

popular place on social media. The charm 

of this village comes from its location 

There was no longer the

need to put on earphones 

to use music to drift

away from the crowds of

people on the streets.

All that I had, and all that

I needed, was the lonely

yet peaceful sound that

surrounded my night’s

stay in Hanok Village.
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chae (guest building) and an-chae 

(main building). The eaves are long and 

stretched out, thanks to the house 

having a wide space of two lots, bringing 

music to the visitors’ ears on summers 

by dropping thick raindrops and creating 

graceful icicles in winter.

It’s also fun to look for features that 

stand out inside the hanok. First off, 

there are two Haetaes in front of the 

main gate. Legends say that they can 

tell what is good and what is evil, as 

well as having the power to prevent fire. 

Jeongsuk told us that she made them 

herself so that they can greet visitors 

with friendlier designs. There is also the 

three-story stone tower at the backyard, 

which is a precious pagoda that was 

separated our minds from the world, 

but we couldn’t help but look outside 

at the wonders of nature. The lights 

hanging on the eaves started to light up 

around sunset. The taste of apple mint 

tea grown and served by the owner of 

the Seyeonjae herself resided on our 

tongues, and our stomachs were well-

fed with steamed white rice cakes. That’s 

when we decided to head out the main 

gate to take a tour around Hanok Village.

The traditional village was even better at 

dusk than a day. After enjoying the night 

view of Eunpyeon Hanok Village, we 

headed to the Sarang-chae, which was 

the perfect shelter for those with the 

desire to run from the modern world. The 

living room was long, and the bedrooms 

were made out of red clay. After a 

refreshing shower, I came back to my 

tiny room and lay still on the thick blanket 

that covered the red clay floor. I turned 

on the yellow lamp, and the warm light 

filled the entire room with coziness. The 

raindrops that had stopped falling started 

to hang themselves upon the long eaves 

again, and the sound of the wind shaking 

the tall trees could be heard through the 

window.

There was no longer the need to put 

on earphones to use music to drift 

away from the crowds of people on 

the streets. All that I had, and all that 

I needed, was the lonely yet peaceful 

sound that surrounded my night’s stay in 

Hanok Village.

built near the end of the Joseon 

Dynasty. Patches of moss had grown 

naturally on the surface, making it look 

even more sublime.

As we stepped onto the upper floor of 

the an-chae, we could feel the moisture 

around our bodies dissipate in a matter 

of seconds. The upper floor, or the 

‘numaru’, is a place where you can run 

away from the summer's humidity and 

take a break while enjoying the view 

outside. With three sides completely 

open, the scenery on the numaru is 

beyond amazing. 

We looked for a hanok that we could 

have all for our own because we wished 

to be separated from society for a 

while. With the Seyeonjae, we at least #
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Going on 
vacations in 
a hotel
A staycation in Grand 

Hyatt Seoul

‘Staycations’ in hotels are 

becoming even more popular 

in the post-COVID era. At the 

Grand Hyatt Seoul hotel, you 

can enjoy Seoul’s view at a 

glance and have the pleasure 

of a staycation that is full of 

summer atmosphere. 
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kist providing a cost-effective experience 

by maximizing emotional satisfaction with 

an awesome view of the city of Seoul 

that can be seen from the comfort of your 

chair and bathtub. After struggling to lift 

yourself from the coziness of your bed, 

you can enjoy a set of afternoon tea at the 

gallery in the lobby. The gallery includes 

Grand Hyatt Seoul’s cafe lounge, where 

you can have the pleasure of listening to 

live music while looking at the beautiful 

scenery of Seoul. The refreshments are 

served in wide ranges of coffee, wine, 

dessert buffets, and morning bakeries 

to accommodate the various tastes 

of customers. Through the 10-meter-

high glass windows, you can observe 

the ever-changing landscape of Seoul 

while listening to some romantic music. 

Speaking of music, the gallery offers 

performances from various types of 

musicians such as jazz trios, solo pianists, 

and mixed vocal groups. The afternoon 

tea was only available at a certain time 

before the pandemic, but now you can 

ask a hotel employee for the desserts 

you want in an all-you-can-eat style. The 

secret behind the desserts’ exquisite 

coffee taste comes from using the finest 

batches of coffee as ingredients, which 

come from the collaboration between 

Nespresso and Grand Hyatt Seoul. Of 

course, you can help yourself to all the 

other refreshments such as juices and 

black tea. The miniature-sized peach cakes 

with sugared peaches are the guests’ 

favorites. The cake is candy to both the 

eyes and the tongue, and guests couldn’t 

help but take their cameras out to take 

pictures of the cutesy, bite-size peach 

cakes.

The guests then hurried along to the 

outdoor swimming pool, which is the 

highlight of Grand Hyatt Seoul and is 

considered one of the most beautiful 

boosted the number of sanitizing 

procedures with disinfectants used in 

hospitals.

The hotel really seemed to put more 

effort into ensuring safety and hygiene 

after the outbreak of COVID-19.

The suite on the 19th floor of the 

hotel has a large, open space. The 

room feels crisp and tidy, and it has a 

welcoming interior without any heavy or 

cumbersome components which help 

guests to focus on getting the sleep and 

the rest they need. The refreshing energy 

within the room, along with its practical 

structure, the wide storage space, and 

the switches with easy access are all part 

of Grand Hyatt Seoul’s consideration to 

provide the best experience for its guests.

But that’s not all: The hotel goes beyond 

the pandemic may have changed the 

demographics within the lobby, as we 

could see a lot of Korean families who 

came on staycations for their summer 

holidays. The laughter of children who 

were running up to the swimming pools 

with their big tubes and cute swimming 

tubes didn’t seem to end, even though it 

was the weekday.

The lobby gallery, which is famous for 

its glass walls, was packed with people 

who came to enjoy the view with 

refreshments. At the entrance, heat-

detecting sensors and hand sanitizers 

could easily be found in various parts of 

the hotel. All of the hotel’s employees 

were wearing masks as well. Grand 

Hyatt Seoul increased its options on 

services with minimal contact and 

The outbreak of COVID-19 put a halt to 

all overseas travels this summer, which 

is why people are looking for safe touring 

sites inside Korea to quench their thirst 

for traveling.

Staycation in hotels used to be a thing 

for poor souls who couldn’t go on long 

trips, but after the outbreak of the virus, 

people are starting to see it as a safe and 

luxurious way of traveling. Seoul is the 

perfect place for staycations in hotels, as 

the city is filled with a variety of hotels to 

meet all your demands.

We visited Grand Hyatt Seoul, a hotel 

that is located at Namsan Mountain and 

has all the ingredients of being a master-

class hotel. The hotel used to have just 

about the same number of local visitors 

and foreign tourists. But the situation of 

TIPS on hotel staycations in the post-
COVID era

Because of the outbreak of COVID-19, we 
recommend that you put on your swimsuit 
before going to the swimming pool. Also, 
you can have drinks on the sunbed, but you 
can’t eat on them. Eating is only available on 
the tables at the snack bar.
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places in the city. At the pool, adults and 

children alike can be seen, all enjoying 

peaceful times at the safe and hygienic 

pool outside. A total of 300 sunbeds can 

be found within the area as well as at the 

waterfall garden, which is at the right of 

the main pool.

The view outside the hotel becomes even 

more astounding after sunset. Guests 

can complete their summer staycation 

at Grand Hyatt, with the amazing night 

view of the city that starts at the hotel’s 

location in Hannam-dong and stretches 

out all the way to Gangnam.
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A journey to 
find oneself
Staying in Jingwansa 

Temple

If you’re being hit by ‘coronavirus-

related depression (; Corona Blue)’, 

taking a step away from city life to find 

your inner self at a temple near the 

town might just be the thing for you.
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The area inside the temple was famous 

for its spectacular view, and the food was 

known to be the best around, making 

the temple the perfect place for those 

who wanted both rest and traveling 

experience.

Currently, the temple is only running 

one-day programs: ‘Pat on the Back 

Temple Stay’, which is for medical and 

epidemic prevention personnel; ‘Pat on 

the Head Temple Stay’, which is for small 

business owners and those working in 

the traveling industry; and ‘Mind Healing 

Temple Stay’. This shows that there has 

been a lot of change, compared to what 

Just like a wave of social distancing, the 

summer rain didn’t seem to end at all. 

To take our summer stress away, we 

booked a trip to the temple of Jingwansa, 

located near Bukhansan Mountain.

Jingwansa Temple was built in the year 

1011, which was the second year of King 

Hyeonjong of Goryeo.

For a millennium, the temple had to be 

caught in the middle of crossfire from 

countless wars, but it survived all those 

years to become a welcoming haven 

for restless travelers. The reason we 

chose this temple was because we were 

already aware of its famous ‘temple stay’. 

‘Hapjang’ is a greeting that is done by putting

your hands together. It shows that the mind of the

buddha and your mind are on the same page, just as

happiness and misery, and joy and sadness are all

one. We became thoughtful when performing the

motion after understanding that such a profound

meaning had been behind it.

#
A

C
C

O
M

M
O

D
A

T
IO

N
S

the temple was like before. It seemed 

like the outbreak of COVID-19 had been 

causing a great amount of transition even 

in the most traditional places like the 

temple of Jingwansa.

The one-day program that we chose 

ran from 2 pm to 4 pm, making it an 

accessible choice for busy workers of 

the modern age like us. But there was a 

small disappointment as lunch services 

were canceled because of the pandemic.

The program started at the building of 

Hamwoldang, right after we had our 

temperatures checked and self-medical 

forms written out at the temple office. 

Wearing masks was a must, of course.

Our minds were humbled as we walked 

along the peaceful yet austere path under 

the eaves.

“Welcome to this beautiful place. Here, 

you can have the time to rest your mind 

by asking the question, ‘I can feel my 

body here, but where is my mind?’ Today, 

you’ll all have a chance to respect yourself 

and think of yourself as the center of 

the universe,” said Monk Seonu, as she 

entered Hamwoldang right behind us to 

start the temple stay program.

The participants all exchanged brief 

greetings. We couldn’t see their faces 

as they were covered by masks, but 

it wasn’t hard to predict that they had 

all come to the temple with their own 

reasons to give their minds some rest.

“The reason we can form relationships 

with each other is that we used to be 

close like a family in our past lives. I want 

you to consider the participants around 

you as family members from your past 

life in this temple stay session.”

Thanks to the speech from Monk 

Seonu, the awkwardness between the 

participants was gone. 'Mind Healing 

Temple Stay' was all about learning and 

emptying the mind. We first learned basic 
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temple manners, such as how to put our 

hands together to greet one another, the 

meaning of this gesture, and the attitude 

we needed to keep within the temple 

grounds. The remaining time was mainly 

used for meditation sessions.

Meditating was created by Buddhists 

and is the oldest mind training technique 

known in the world.

“Today, we will perform breath 

meditation and the meditation to feel all 

the parts of the body at Hamwoldang, 

and then wrap up the session with 

a short walk along with the temple,” 

added Monk Seonu, as she started the 

meditation session by letting us sit in 

lotus positions on the sitting cushions. 

We finally had the opportunity to focus 

on our breaths and think about whom 

we really were, not what other people 

thought of us.

We were able to have the time to look 

back and take care of ourselves, which 

was the very thing that we had not 

been able to do for such a long time. 

The distractions inside our minds slowly 

faded away as we listened carefully to 

the words that Monk Seonu recited.

Next up was Waseon, which is a form of 

meditation done while lying down. We 

stretched out our bodies on the cushions 

and enjoyed the serene moment of 

listening to the sounds of the water 

flowing in the valley and the bugs rustling 

in the grass. 

We then moved onto pohaeng, a mind 

training method done on walks. We all 

started by wearing our shoes, crossed 

Sesimgyo Bridge, walked out to the 

backyard where we could take in the 

view of Eungbong, and we came back to 

Hamwoldang by walking along the valley. 

All the participants kept their distance 

from each other and walked in a straight 

line, with their right hands covering their 

TIPS on making your way to Jingwansa 
Temple
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left hands, which stayed set on their 

bellybuttons.

The red pines and the rock of Eunbong 

looked as if they were reaching out 

to the skies, creating a magnificent 

water painting behind the temple. We 

walked the paths together but did not 

dare to open our mouths, only feeling 

the sensation of the soft soil and grass 

touching our feet. 

The memories of Jingwansa Temple, 

a garden for the restless minds of 

people in the modern age, will long be 

remembered as a beautiful moment of 

peace and tranquility. W
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There is a shuttle bus that starts from 
Yeonsinnae Station and goes through 
Gupabal Station to Jingwansa Temple.
Weekdays: Four times a day for Yeonsinnae 
Station →  Jingwansa Temple, three times a 
day for Jingwansa →  Yeonsinnae Station.
Regular prayer days and Sundays: Eight times 
a day for Yeonsinnae Station →  Jingwansa 
Temple, three times a day for Jingwansa →  
Yeonsinnae Station.
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How did you come to set up Waug 

Travel? I always used to think there 

was a chance in the traveling industry. 

At the time when I first established the 

company in 2015, OTA (Online

Travel Agency) platforms for booking 

hotels and other accommodations 

were out on the market, but there 

weren’t any platforms where you could 

make bookings on tours, activities, and 

facilities at the actual travel site. Even 

if such services existed, they were all 

on web pages.  What I did was set 

up a company to transfer this service 

onto an app that I created. I tried to 

make bookings simple, like making 

reservations on flight tickets and hotels, 

so that the users would have easy 

access to everything that they needed.

It seems that you have made an 

extension to the global tourist 

market. When we opened up, we 

found out that the domestic market was 

smaller than we thought. So, we started 

our business in Thailand as well and 

started to reach out to the Asian market 

in 2018. Next up was Europe. To go over 

the history, our company had about 

three “jump-ups.” The first was when 

we created the app that I’ve mentioned 

before, and the second time was when 

we got to run our airport booth for the 

first time in the related market. Our 

sales doubled as soon as the booth was 

opened, and we were the only ones that 

ran the service. USIM chips used to be 

only available at the actual tourist site 

overseas or received through delivery 

services, but we purchased them 

beforehand and brought them to the 

airport.

Receiving the chips became much easier 

as we allowed customers to pick them 

up as soon as they made reservations 

on our app. Third; we created the 

Waug Originals last year. Services on 

tickets and activities became available 

through instant bookings and mobile 

systems, but the touring service was a 

completely different story. Innovations in 

the field of tourism cannot be made only 

with mobile phones. The content and 

the quality required in the process are 

enormous. We created Waug Originals 

Tour in hopes to fix a lot of the old 

problems such as outdated tour buses.

How are you getting ready to face 

the traveling trends in the post-

Seonwoo Yoon is a CEO who succeeded in creating 

his own platform, the Waug Originals, by going 

beyond free travel-booking platforms to develop 

tours himself. Because of the traveling industry’s 

decline, he has recently been making plans to 

develop tour programs in small cities of Korea. 

Finding your way in 

domestic towns

Sunwoo Yoon, CEO of Waug Travel

COVID era? The traveling industry is 

in a depression right now, and the anti-

Japanese movement, the coronavirus, 

and the flood are all making things even 

worse. I think the world of tourism will 

never be the same after COVID-19. First 

off, the sheer cost of traveling will rise in 

the post-COVID era. Secondly, airlines, 

hotels, and activities will become 

integrated. This integration of different 

businesses will give birth to a flow of 

dynamic tour packages, and whoever 

gets the grip on this trend first will be 

the market’s champion. Because of the 

pandemic, traveling within Korea will 

be dominant until 2022. We’re trying 

to make developments for small-size 

cities in Korea with this trend in mind. 

The outbreak of COVID-19 didn’t take 

everything away. We’ll be using this 

opportunity to establish step-by-step 

plans to make improvements to the 

domestic traveling industry.

The tourism and leisure companies of Seoul 
are getting ready to present to you new 
traveling experiences in the post-COVID era.
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Yanolja is leading the traveling industry with 

its non-contact technology. We spoke with 

Jeong Jaehun, the group leader of Yanolja’s HST 

(Hospitality Solution & Technology) team, and the 

world’s first to develop YFLUX, fully integrated 

service for hotel automation.

Hey! It’s non-contact time

Jung Jaehun, Group Leader of Yanolja

of the ‘non-contact technologies’ that 

everyone is looking for right now. All the 

technology that is developed by Yanolja is 

based on the idea of non-contact services. 

For instance, with the self-serviced hotel 

check-in KIOSK that we've released at 

the start of this year, all you have to do to 

get your room keys is to just scan the QR 

code that you received after synchronizing 

with our platform. There’s no need for 

you to wait in line with people, and it’s an 

innovative way to minimize your check-in 

time to five seconds. 

Maybe the COVID-19 outbreak was 

an opportunity for you rather than a 

risk. How was the market’s response? 

The service contained all the benefits of 

non-contact services, but surprisingly, our 

users didn’t react with much enthusiasm 

because they confused the new service 

with non-contact hotels or didn’t really 

take the initiative to use them. That was 

all because there wasn’t much public 

interest in non-contact services. But 

the interest increased quickly after the 

outbreak of COVID-19. Compared to the 

start of this year, the use rate of KIOSKS 

more than doubled. The reviews from our 

customers have been very favorable as 

Your company must have had a hard 

time as a traveling business because 

of COVID-19. Yanolja is known to many 

as a platform to spend free time on, 

but the company has also been making 

efforts to increase its share on the B2B 

market as an enterprise that develops 

traveling technology. In the early stage 

of COVID-19, Yanolja was able to hold its 

ground because the company had the 

strength of being a company with original 

traveling technology.

Could you be more specific about the 

strengths of Yanolja that you’ve just 

mentioned? Even before the outbreak 

of the virus, we’ve been developing 

technologies that can be implemented 

in various fields of the traveling industry. 

For example, the hotel market has a 

lot of parts where certain technologies 

aren’t applied, even though the market 

has a long history. While trying to think 

of ways for customers to get rid of the 

inconveniences in hotel accommodations, 

we noticed that there was a shift to cloud-

based systems in industries all around the 

world, and in 2018 we made the decision 

to create a solution that is implemented 

with the same system. That was one 

13
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The tourism and leisure companies of Seoul 
are getting ready to present to you new 
traveling experiences in the post-COVID era.
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A mid-air stroll in the dark of night  Seoullo 7017 

The night view of Inwang  Inwangsan Mountain Skyway

Looking up at the stars in the middle of Seoul  Donga Science Observatory

well, with some places showing use rates 

up to 90%.

How was the actual reaction from the 

hotels that implemented YFLUX? At 

the very start of its development, YFLUX 

aimed to provide the best and the most 

convenient service environment for hotels 

and customers alike. Also, the platform 

was designed to make consistent 

improvements in its service by thoroughly 

analyzing the data it receives. In the case 

of self-serviced hotel check-in KIOSKS, 

we make regular updates once every 

two weeks with the analysis of the data 

we've collected. I think we've been able 

to receive a positive response from hotel 

staff because of this.

The traveling industry is going 

through a lot of trouble because of the 

COVID-19 virus. How is Yanolja getting 

ready for the future? Our goals are to 

put all of YFLUX's solutions out on the 

Korean market by the end of this year and 

to release the same service overseas by 

the first half of next year. We’ll also be 

enhancing the applicability of our non-

contact technology and figure out ways 

to make our management services more 

efficient with the use of IoT. W
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In the post-COVID era, the night is the perfect time for 

travelers to keep their distance from people.
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A mid-air stroll in 
the dark of night
Seoullo 7017 

The peaceful yet splendid night view of Seoul 

reflects both of its opposing sides. With the 

change of tides in traveling, what was considered 

to be the black sheep of the city transformed into 

a sweet spot for observing the city’s night view.
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This is the story of Seoullo 7017, the 

pathway that changes its form every 

night and day to enchant its visitors. It 

serves the role of being a walkway and 

resting place for the Seoul residents 

as well as being a must-visit tourist 

attraction for those traveling through 

Seoul.

Up until the 1970s, the railroads 

severed all the towns of Hoehyeon-

dong, Malli-dong, Jungnim-dong, and 

Cheongpa-dong from Seoul Station. To 

connect these towns with the station, a 

1-kilometer-long, 17-meter-high overpass 

was built. The overpass seemed to 

be a quick solution to the traffic jam 

around the area, but after a while, the 

road became a pain in the neck for the 

city by causing more traffic jams and 

turning into an abomination that ruined 

the city view. The talks of demolishing 

the overpass went on, but safety issues 

prevented that from ever happening. 

For over 10 years the overpass of Seoul 

Station was neglected, but at last, the 

urban regeneration plan from the city 

government brought new life to the 

worn-out bridge.

In 2017, the roads of the ghastly overpass 

were transformed into a fantastic mid-

air walkway for Seoul citizens. That was 

how Seoullo 7017 was born. Its name 

came from being a road for cars in the 

1970s to being a road for people with 17 

different paths. It has already been three 

years since its opening, and 26 million 

people have crossed this pleasant bridge 

that connects the towns of Hoehyeon-

dong, Malli-dong, Jungnim-dong, and 

Cheongpa-dong.

You can come out of the fifth or fourth 

exit of Hoehyeon Station and then 

make your way over the crosswalk to 

the center of the road to reach Seoullo 

7017. The garden contrasts well with 

the intimidating skyscrapers around 

the area, supporting itself in mid-

air with various plants such as stone 

mosses, hydrangeas, reeds, silver grass, 

golden rain trees, forsythias, and water 

hyacinths. The dull, gray city landscape 

is no more with the addition of Seoullo’s 

vibrant colors of nature. The walkway 

spreads its beauty with blooming flowers 

in the spring and with majestically 

colored leaves in the fall. The paths of 

Seoullo 7017 provides the best moment 

of nature for its visitors.

The sounds of the wind rustling the grass, the noise of cars

running below the bridge, and the placid scene of the old

and the new Seoul Stations standing together are all the

things that contribute to the stunning night view in the

middle of Seoullo 7017.
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There are also culture centers and 

information centers to offer you 

information on other tourist attractions 

as well as guidance on Seoullo 7017. The 

garden not only serves as a walkway and 

a resting spot but also becomes a venue 

for a wide range of activities, which are 

held at the round structures in between 

the straight paths. Products related to 

Seoul are sold at the souvenir shop, and 

exhibitions with various themes are held 

at the promotion hall. 

Another advantage of Seoullo 7017 is 

that you can enjoy a night walk with the 

pleasure of having a splendid view of the 

whole city. The breeze from the corner 

of buildings calmly covers the paths of 

Seoullo, and the citizens of Seoul enjoy 

their slow walks under the night sky.

No one on this path is in a hurry. 

Romantic songs flow out from the 

speakers on the street lamps, but what 

makes the garden even more romantic is 

the music from people who are playing 

the piano in various corners of the 

walkway. The sounds of the wind rustling 

the grass, the noise of cars running 

below the bridge, and the placid scene 

of the old and the new Seoul Stations 
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standing together are all the things that 

contribute to the stunning night view in 

the middle of Seoullo 7017.

If you find a place with a good view, 

you can sit on a bench to enjoy it for a 

while longer, or you can walk over to the 

towns of Malli-dong and Cheongpa-dong 

behind Seoul Station to visit the tourist 

attractions that have recently become 

popular. Let the worries of the virus leave 

you for a moment and journey through 

the streets of Seoul for just one night.

The trip will surely make you realize 

that Seoul is a strange city, as it makes 

you forget the streets that you were so 

familiar with and makes you stand in awe 

at its spectacular view of the night. Even 

now, the roads of Seoullo 7017 are going 

through dramatic changes. Its paths 

constantly deliver the stories of the city 

and spread out its energy so that the old 

towns and buildings around the area can 

be regenerated into new landscapes. 

The ramp of the old Seoul Station that 

has not been in use for 20 years will also 

soon connect to the paths of Seoullo 

7017. The ever-evolving walkways of 

Seoullo 7017 will not stop to provide the 

best city experience for its residents and 

its visitors. 
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The night view
of Inwang
Inwangsan Mountain Skyway

In the post-COVID era, keeping the right 

amount of distance is hard at the time of day 

can be hard. With this in mind, we escaped 

the dead of the night to climb Inwangsan 

Mountain.
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Free Barrier Trail
This tracking course is about 2.5 km long.
It’s an even trail without many hills that 
start from Sajik-dong’s community service 
center and ends at Yun Dongju Literature 
Museum. It’s an easy course for everyone, 
and it takes about an hour and a half  to get 
through all of  it.

Forest Trail
This is a 3.2 km trail that starts at Sajik-dong’s 
community service center and goes into the 
forest of Inwangsan. It is relatively harder to 
get through as there are a lot of  steps and 
downhill areas, but it makes the perfect course 
for enthusiastic hikers and mountain climbers. 
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Hazy clouds came down on Seoul’s 

mountaintops to create a surreal night 

view of the city. Nighttime in Seoul 

is beautiful and sumptuous. Just 

witnessing the shining rays of the city 

brings awe to its beholders.

There are a lot of sites in the city that 

are known as night view attractions, but 

what attracts the hearts of the travelers 

the most are random places with 

unexpected night scenery.

Inwangsan Skyway was definitely one 

of those places. We found it by accident, 

and its platform welcomed us with a 

splendid night view of Seoul. We first 

headed to the trails of the mountain, 

which was made into tracking courses.

The trail starts at Sajik-dong and comes 

to an end at Cheongun-dong. It is divided 

TIPS on Inwangsan Mountain's Jarakgil
into two main courses that have the 

same route but vary in difficulty. The ‘Free 

Barrier Trail’ is a 2.5-kilometer-long flatland 

course with polished decks throughout 

the whole trip. There are no hilly areas 

on the course, so the elderly, as well as 

children, can all walk safely and easily 

along with the decks.

Meanwhile, the ‘Forest Trail’ is located 

right under the Free Barrier Trail. This 

trail starts at the same spot, but it is a 

bit more difficult to get through as there 

are steps to climb up and down. But 

if you're a hiker who enjoys mountain 

climbing and tracking, the Forest Trail 

might suit you better. Both of the 

courses share the trait of being ‘Jarak-

gils’, which are trails that go around 

the foot of the mountain while also 

providing their visitors with awesome 

views of the city in between the 

courses. By the time we got to Buam-

dong, we aimed to get to Palgakjeong 

of Bugaksan Mountain, not the Jarak-

gils of Inwangsan. It was a day with thick 

clouds in the sky, and it seemed like 

the clouds were floating right above our 

heads, waiting for the perfect moment 

to rain on us. The street lamps of Buam-

dong were starting to light up, and it 

created a warm, welcoming atmosphere 

as we approached Changuimun, one 

of the gates that makes up the trails of 

Hanyangdoseong. Buam-dong is the first 

section of Hanyangdoseong Trail, and the 

section starts at Changuimun and goes 

along the castle wall, coming to an end 

at Hyehwamun. 

Our initial plan was to get up on the 

castle wall and have a peek at the night 

sky before going up Bugaksan Mountain. 

We climbed our way up the steps, which 

were full of the smell of wet grass, and 

moved on to Cheongun Park. The road 

split into many courses, and we ended 

up on the Free Barrier Trail by accident 

while looking for the best place with the 

best view.

The clouds were so faint that they almost 

looked like fog, and they flew down on the 

city just before the city fell into complete 

darkness to create a surreal moment. 

All we had to do to cool down was stare 

at the majestic scene of the night. The 

platform that hung on the cliff was called 

‘Mumudae’, and we later found out that it 

was famous for being one of Seoul’s best 

places to see the sunrise. On our left, we 

could see Bugaksan, Cheongwadae, also 

known as the Blue House, and the rest 

of Jongno-gu. It is said that even Achasan 

Mountain, Cheonggyesan Mountain, and 

Lotte World Tower can be seen on sunny 

days.

The only way to see this marvelous 

view is to climb up with your feet, not 

with the comfort of your car. There isn’t 

enough space to even park your car on 

Mumudae. The blue hour passed, and 

the colors of the city brightened as the 

night got darker. The bustling nightlife 

of Seoul is what makes the city’s 

spectacular view possible. All you have 

to do to enjoy this night view is lean on 

the handrails and marvel at the shining 

rays that illuminate the city.#
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The observatory is full of enthusiastic 

workers who are ready to tell you their 

own stories about the stars. Donga 

Science Observatory is located in 

Yongsan-gu, which is at the center of 

Seoul. At the roof of the seven-story 

building are the Celestial Bodies Projection 

Unit and the Celestial Bodies Observation 

Unit, both in the shape of domes.

But you may still have doubts and 

wonder about the actual possibility of 

being able to observe the stars in Seoul’s 

witnessed a starry night while they were 

growing up, and the only constellations 

they got see were sets of dots connected 

with lines. That is why Donga Science 

Observatory is offering the opportunity to 

find the 15 brightest stars in Seoul.

When the children memorize these stars, 

they’ll be able to imagine the stories of 

stars by connecting the brightest stars 

with the stars around them, and they’ll 

also be able to draw any constellation just 

by pointing up at the night sky. Of course, 

this program isn’t only for kids. 

Anyone who takes lessons from this 

observatory will be able to look up at the 

night sky and find the stars right away.

“There’s a reason that people look up 

at the night sky. I want their reasons to 

have a specific meaning.” Kim Yeongjin, 

the Director of Astronomy, says that 

there are other observatories in Korea 

with better observing environments than 

Donga Science, but he made it clear that 

his observatory takes a step further and 

offers the experience of going beyond 

“just seeing the stars.” He explains that 

the observatory plans detailed lessons 

and programs on how to see the stars 

and the stories behind them.

The program starts as a lecture in the Da 

Vinci Room, located on the seventh floor. 

The lecture is about an hour long and 

goes through the schedule for the day. 

The program is for all kinds of people, 

ranging from teenagers to families and 

couples. The program then moves on to 

the eighth floor, where you can marvel 

at the video that is projected on the 

dome ceiling of the Celestial Bodies 

Projection Unit. After that, you can finally 

have the chance to observe the stars at 

the Celestial Bodies Observation Unit. 

The only thing in the dome-like unit is a 

gigantic telescope that is placed at the 

center. A part of the roof opens up and 

the telescope's position is adjusted so 

that people can observe the stars that 

are out that night.

The telescope can automatically track a 

star with the touch of a button from the 

remote control because the position of 

the stars is already on the computer. 

Everyone in the program will have the 

chance to stare into the enormous 

telescope and leave the marvelous image 

of the stars within their hearts.

At Donga Science Observatory, you 

can see the stars, listen to lectures, and 

expand your celestial knowledge, but the 

most valuable thing is that you can have 

the chance to enjoy a romantic night with 

the stars around you.

night sky. The answer to these doubts 

lies in the words of Kim Yeongjin, the 

Director of Astronomy at Donga Science 

Observatory.

“Seoul is the hardest place to see the 

stars.” Normally, observatories are on 

mountain tops, far away from the cities 

to get away from the lights that disrupt 

the observation of stars.

In Seoul, you can see the most essential 

stars: stars of the first magnitude that 

push their rays through the light of the 

city. When you learn the stars of the 

first magnitude off by heart, you can set 

them as starting points and easily track 

stars of the second magnitude and other 

small stars.

This is the reason why children in Seoul 

need to learn how to spot stars up 

in the sky. They have easy access to 

constellations in textbooks and video 

materials, but they get lost as soon 

as they are told to find them up in the 

actual night sky. City children have never 

TIPS on Donga Science Observatory’s 
September program

In the post-COVID era, the best way 

to travel is to take a new look at what 

was familiar to you. The new and 

unfamiliar combination of ‘Seoul and 

the stars’ is actually quite near you, 

and it might prove to be a fascinating 

experience.

Looking up at the stars 

in the middle of Seoul

Donga Science Observatory

#
N

IG
H

T
S

W
ri

te
r  

E
om

 J
ih

ui
 P

h
o

to
g

ra
p

h
er

 O
 C

hu
ng

ge
un

Your Very Own Look at Jupiter and Saturn
Jupiter and Saturn can be seen in the night sky in 
September. You can observe Jupiter and Saturn as 
well as stars of the first and second magnitudes.

ISS (International Space Station) Observation 
Program
You can have the pleasure of  observing the 
International Space Station, which you’ve likely only 
ever seen in movies. If  you really want to know 
what the space station actually looks like, you should 
come to the observatory on the night of September 
the 17th to learn about the ISS and get a glimpse of 
it through an actual telescope.
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Since last year, I’ve been participating in the artist dispatch 

program from the Korean Artists Welfare Foundation. With 

five visual artists, I became a manager of an art program 

called Reading Lab at Boan Bookshop, which is located 

in Hyoja-dong, Jongno-gu of Seoul.  As you can tell by its 

name, our aim in the program is to think of new ways to 

read books and to put those methods into action.

On the last Thursday night of July, we walked through 

Seochon as a part of the Reading Lab program. I became 

familiar enough with the town that I could introduce myself 

as someone who knew the town 

block by block. But something was 

very different that day.

I wasn’t just going through or passing 

through the streets of that town. 

So many little things that I would've 

normally passed by—such as the 

shape of a building wall, the light 

that slid away from a window, and 

the color of the weeds that grew 

through the pavement—became so 

conspicuous to me that I couldn't 

help but follow their images and keep 

them in my head.

It was the work of my traveling 

intuition that I had lost after the 

outbreak of COVID-19. Thanks to that experience, I was able 

to read the landscape of the town with a new perspective. 

It’s my first summer after eight years. Every year, my wife 

and I spend about three to four months overseas. It’s been 

eight years since we decided to spend our summers on 

vacations in foreign cities that might be cooler than Seoul, 

I like to run away, so I go traveling when I feel like my life 

is getting too hectic. Most of the time I’m either working 

without any breaks or just sitting 

around with no work at all. But I 

like this sporadic style of life, as I 

just can’t find a balance between 

work and rest. From time to time, I 

encourage myself by waiting around 

for my life gauge to fill up faster. I 

think of traveling as a rebound that 

happens when I escape my daily 

life, or a journey without any plan 

or destination, just like a balloon 

that flies around like crazy because 

it’s losing air. But my travels aren’t 

anything special or fancy. I just slide 

away from the rest of the world and 

spend my days as a stranger in a 

strange land.

What I like to do first when I’m 

traveling is to think about what 

to eat for breakfast. I like to think 

that traveling starts when you start to contemplate on 

what to eat, or when you actually go somewhere to eat. 

I live in a place called Sindorim, where the subway line 

1, which goes straight through Seoul, and subway line 

2, which makes its way around Seoul meet with each 

other. In Sindorim, you can always see a crowd of people 

moving around to get to their destinations. Living here 

allows me to reach anywhere in Seoul in 30 minutes. At 

seven o’clock in the morning, I often sit at a cafe that is 

carefully positioned in between Sindorim Station and a 

department store to write my novels. There, I can look over 

the glass window and watch the huge mass of people all 

moving in an orderly manner, as each of them tries their 

best not to make contact with others. When I travel, I 

like to go to places that I’ve never been to and eat food 

at restaurants that I’ve never eaten before. After having a 

meal at places like Mullae, Singil, Yeongdeungpo-gu Office, 

Mapo, Jungsan, Anguk, Chungjeong-ro, Chungmu-ro, 

Namyeong, Isu, or Nakseongdae, I often run into places 

that are nowhere near familiar. I 

trust my instincts and start marching 

on when I find such places. Doing 

that makes this experience a walk 

instead of my wandering around to 

find my way because I’m not trying 

to find a specific place that I want to 

go to. I run into the town’s bookstore 

when I’m lucky, and I sometimes 

search to find such luck on purpose.

There are a surprising number 

of book stores in the towns of 

Seoul, but most of them disguise 

themselves as restaurants and 

flower shops. I love reading my 

favorite novels in those shops as 

well as eating a warm meal that 

feels homemade, if they do provide 

meal services, of course. The trips 

that I take can be on tight schedules, 

but sometimes they can be really easygoing, too. At first, 

I can’t really concentrate on the book that I’m reading, but 

after getting through a novel, I become so detached from 

the world around me that I have to lift my head and look 

around to snap back to the reality. But that’s the time that 

I cherish the most; the moment of returning to the real 

world.

I think being able to disappear for a while is what makes 

travel special. If you have a little bit of fatigue and a faint 

sense of loneliness with you when the trip's over, then you 

can call it a success.

What’s left for you to do is to find your way home through 

the darkness of the night, and to slowly breathe in the time 

of your return to the world.

but things have been quite different this year.

The COVID-19 virus put an end to our summer vacation, 

preventing us from going anywhere outside of Seoul. We 

tried going on trips somewhere to get rid of our anxiety, but 

it hasn’t always been easy. No, saying that this is the first 

time in my life seems more appropriate. In the age of the 

new normal, my wife and I ended up spending our summer 

in Seoul after eight years. At first, I thought we would die 

from the frustration. But guess what? We've adapted to the 

new-normal age by figuring out a way to enjoy the situation 

that we had to be in.

I call it ‘finding another country 

in Seoul’. I first went to Hannam-

dong. It’s a perfect place to find 

another country without having to 

ride an airplane. I walked through 

Dokseodang-ro, using the peaceful 

daytime of the weekday as my 

advantage to keep my distance from 

other people. I could have a look at 

other countries’ coats of arms as I 

walked past the high fences along 

the roads. I posted a picture on social 

media with myself in front of the 

Malaysian coat of arms that had a 

tiger on it, and I gazed at the Egyptian 

embassy with hieroglyphics on the 

walls and thought about the country’s current affairs. All the 

walking made me hungry, so I went into a Thai restaurant 

and ordered a pad thai and a kaow tti au. But I later thought 

I’d need additional nutrients for more traveling and ordered a 

plate of somtam and tom yam goong.

In the end, there’s nothing much to traveling; it’s all about 

putting yourself in a place that’s strange and unfamiliar. 

We’re spending our first summer in Seoul after eight years 

as travelers who view traveling as going through novel 

experiences in daily life.

The Landscape of Reading

Finally Summer, After Eight Years

Once a runaway, now making a comeback

Some people won’t stop traveling even in the post-COVID era, and they certainly 

won’t stop their journeys in any other perilous age. We spoke with a few artists and 

writers to listen to their most private Seoul traveling methods.

A very private journey in Seoul 

The shape of a building wall, 

the light that slid away from a 

window, and the color of a weed 

that grew through the pavement 

all became so conspicuous 

to me that I couldn't help but 

follow their images and keep 

them in my head.

Traveling transforms into an 

everyday experience when you 

spend a month at your traveling 

site. I’m someone who has 

had that experience countless 

times, which is why I can see my 

daily life in Seoul as a traveling 

opportunity. In the end, there’s 

nothing much to traveling; it’s all 

about putting yourself in a place 

that’s strange and unfamiliar.

Writer Kim Byeongun
Kim Byeongun is the author of the novel Filmography of Gong Sangpyo, Known 

to Few and the essay “Anyway, Here’s Bangkok.”

Writer YouTuber Baek Jongmin
He is the author of essays such as <Living a Month Instead of Traveling> and 

<You don’t Need It>.
Woo Dayeong

is the author of the novel collection The Sign of the Night and The Lovers.
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The good thing about this 

park is that it made me realize 

the passing of time with its 

abundance of plants. When I 

was stuck at home, it was hard 

for me to sense the change of 

seasons, but when I’m out in a 

park, I can witness the changes 

in plants as they shift to adapt 

to each season.

Although the town was right in 

the middle of Seoul, no cars or 

people were moving around, 

which made it feel very quiet 

and peaceful. It was as if I were 

on a trip to the countryside. 

Next week, I’ll be doing the same 

thing: opening up a map of Seoul 

and going to a random area and 

then getting lost, only to end up 

in a random town. 

Because of the COVID-19 virus, I now do a lot of things 

inside my house that I used to do outside. I eat homemade 

meals instead of eating out at restaurants, and now I do 

home training rather than taking lessons at a gym. Another 

thing is that I’ve started to drink inside my own house 

instead of going to fancy bars. A home pub, if you will.

I’m proud to say that I qualify as a craftsman bartender, 

which includes a certificate that is given out to those who 

have the skills to make cocktails. But to be frank with 

you, I’ve never had real-life experience with this, so my 

cocktail making technique is horrible. 

However, I still have use for my petty 

skills and technique when I go to 

Namdaemun Market to buy drinks. 

We live in an age where everything 

is available online, except for alcohol. 

That’s why I sometimes go to 

Namdaemun Market to buy drinks 

such as vodkas, gins, and tequilas.

The first thing I do after getting 

out of Hoehyeon Station is finding 

my way to the liquor store inside 

Namdaemun Market. In the store are 

liquor stands that are crammed with 

all sorts of shiny bottles of drinks. 

You can feel the energy of the busy 

market flow through your body, and 

gain the opportunity to have a deep 

conversation with a stranger.

On your way home, you’ll have a load of bags in both of 

your hands and be thinking to yourself: “It feels like I went 

traveling.” I felt that when I had visits to various markets 

overseas, such as Chatuchak Market in Bangkok, Borough 

Market in London, and the Flea Market of Vanves in Paris. A 

single market has a thousand, faces and it’s always thrilling 

to meet each of those faces.

I don’t enjoy moving around much, so I always try to find 

good places to sit and stay still. Looking for good cafes or 

places to sit and take breaks has always been my top priority 

when I was outside.

When I click ‘Seoul’ on Naver Map and move my fingers 

around, I can see a lot of places that I haven’t been to. When 

I don’t know where to go, I always take a look at the green 

areas first.

Daemosan, Imalsan, and Gaehwasan are all mountains that 

I haven’t been to, so I look for the trails of those mountains 

and search through the towns near them. There are a lot 

of alleys in towns near the mountain, so I might get lost 

on my way there as I’m terrible with directions. But it 

doesn’t matter, because then I’ll have the chance to run 

into new landscapes. That’s what I love about traveling. It 

accommodates even people who are good at getting lost.

Last time, I searched for a valley with a stream because the 

weather was getting hot. I decided to go to Baeksasil Valley, 

which was known to have clean, first-grade water. 

I took a bus, got off at Saegeomjeong, made my way into 

the valley, and set up my mat. On 

my way down, I got lost (again!) and 

ended up all the way at the trails 

of Inwangsan Mountain. My legs 

started to hurt after walking on the 

flat trail for an hour, so I came down 

to the town below the mountain. 

At the town, I played Tetris in an 

arcade and had a look around a photo 

exhibit in a hanok called The World’s 

Smallest Gallery.

Although the town was right in the 

middle of Seoul, no cars or people 

were moving around, which made 

it feel very quiet and peaceful. It 

was as if I were on a trip to the 

countryside. Next week, I’ll be doing 

the same thing: opening up a map 

of Seoul and going to a random area 

and then getting lost, only to end up 

in a random town. Those are the things that I look forward 

to. When I go to a town that I haven’t been to, I always 

feel excited and a bit nervous at the same time because 

there are so many new things to see. And that’s what I call 

traveling.

“It’s been so long since I left Seoul. Now the place feels like 

Tokyo.” A friend of mine had lived his whole life in Seoul, but 

he moved to Tongyeong a few months ago. That’s the text he 

sent me after recently returning on a three-day trip to Seoul 

for work. I found myself a house in Tongyeong in the fall of 

2016, and from then on I’ve lived a life of going back and forth 

from Tongyeong to Seoul. To get to Seoul for work, I have to 

go through a very complicated procedure. I must first get 

myself to Tongyeong Bus Terminal and take a bus that goes 

to the terminal of Nambu or Gangnam, which takes at least 

four hours and a half hours. In Tongyeong and Goseong, I get 

to see the ocean, and I can watch the huge mountains and 

their trees when I get past Sancheong. After getting through 

Daejeon and Cheonan, the forests of apartments show up. At 

last, after getting off the highway is the course to the terminal, 

which may be short in length but extremely crowded in traffic. 

To fully enjoy Seoul, all you have to do 

is run away from it. Just pick a small 

city that you like, or any other small 

city, and stay there for a week. Help 

yourself to all the food and the sights 

of the city and take a bus back to 

Seoul. As you get closer and closer to 

the tollgate, you’ll start to think that 

Seoul is a pretty decent city to live in, 

if not the best. 

The friend of mine that I mentioned 

earlier made a long list of restaurants 

to visit before even coming to Seoul, 

such as Burger King, Taco Bell, 

Japanese ramen diners, and even 

craft beer taprooms; all the places 

that didn’t exist in Tongyeong. When 

he got here I saw the list and laughed 

at him for being so obsessed with 

the things in Seoul, but he was too 

happy to care. If you can’t think of anything other than staying 

in Seoul for your trip, you might as well just leave the city. If 

you do, you’ll be able to see the true colors of Seoul: a city 

full of problematic yet undeniable beauty. Listening to Kim 

Hyeoncheol’s “Seoul Isn’t So Bad When It Rains” on your bus 

ride back to the city will surely be the icing on the cake.

But this year, I’ve been trying to walk whenever I have the 

chance. I knew I had poor workout routines, but I’ve noticed 

that I hardly worked out at all. My stomach was getting really 

worse than before because I didn’t move around, and I ate 

so little that my writing nearly became impossible.

I was beginning to think that I was putting my survival at risk 

with the lack of exercise, let alone the writing.

That is why I started to visit the arboretum near my house. 

It might sound fancy, but this place is nothing like that. It’s 

just a park with a bit more finishing touches on the trees. I 

have to take a walk along a little railroad called ‘Hangdong 

Railroad’ in front of my house to get 

there. I could hear trains passing 

by every once in few days on this 

railroad just until a few years ago, but 

now the trains have disappeared, and 

photographers and people who have 

come out for walks have taken their 

place.

A 10-minute walk along the old 

ra i l road leads you to Pureun 

Arboretum. This is a good park for 

slow walks with pretty trees and 

flowers, which is why a lot of people 

take longer than usual to get through 

the whole park. When I’m at the 

park, I can see a lot of people who 

walk alone with their masks on. The 

good thing about this park is that it 

made me realize the passing of time 

with its abundance of plants.

When I was stuck at home, it was hard for me to sense 

the change of seasons, but when I’m out in the park, I can 

witness the change of plants as they shift their forms to 

adapt to each season. We are now living our daily lives closer 

to our homes, and everything outside our homes makes us 

feel intimate. But at the same time, it is the perfect chance 

to remind ourselves that traveling doesn’t always mean 

going somewhere far away.

You don’t have to go on a tour and see exotic things to feel 

like you’re traveling. My travel through Seoul has taught me 

to take another careful look at familiar places. Little by little, 

I’m beginning to feel a breeze of change in my life.

The Face of the Market

There Is No Need for Trees to Wear Masks

Open Up the Map First Seoul: It’s a Bit Better When You Take a Step Away
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“When going on trips is just too 

much, I go out on a picnic to relax 

and recuperate. It’s considerably 

safer than going out to the streets 

too since I can keep my distance 

from other people.” 

YouTuber ‘Arong Herong’

“I won’t be planning to go on a 

faraway trip right now. I’m thinking 

of going on a little camping trip 

somewhere near Seoul when the 

weather clears after the rainy 

season. I think something like that 

would be the safest way to enjoy 

traveling in such dangerous times.”

YouTuber ‘Traveler May’
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“In the post-COVID era, driving has become 

the center of attention as a ‘non-contact’ 

way of spending free time. The islands 

Ganghwado, Gyodongdo and Seongmodo 

are all connected through bridges, and there 

are a bunch of sites to see and restaurants to 

dine in, so the course through these islands is 

an ideal drive.”

Car Photographer Lee Myeongjae
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“If you want to continue 

traveling within the 

restrictions of the post-

COVID age, you must 

train yourself to become 

a self-directed traveler. 

To be a traveler means 

to not lose the ‘sense’ of 

traveling.” 

Traveling Director Go Jaeyeol
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“Car camping is the simplest and 

safest way to keep the COVID-19 

virus out of your trip. The 

simplicity of not having to set up 

and take down a tent and your car 

being an excellent shield against 

rain and snow are the ultimate 

advantages of car camping.”

YouTuber ‘Adventure Life’

Mongchontoseong has become a popular 

tourist attraction with the boom of non-contact 

traveling. With its paths thick with trees, the 

fortress looks quite different from the bustling 

city that surrounds the area. As you wonder 

about history on your way up the fortress, the 

clear view of the city awaits you at the top.

Mongchongtoseong
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